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Prisoners 





The third issue of Walkin’ Steel is out. 
Produced by the Committee to End the 
Marion Lockdown, (CEML). The focus of this 
newsletter is the campaign toabolish Control 


Units that is being developed across the USS. . 


and Canada. They want and need contact 
with Control Unit prisoners. They also need 
support from outside people who can use the 
newsletter to educate people about Control 
Units. Free to prisoners, others should help 
out with a donation. Write: 


CEML 
Box 578172 
Chicago, IL 60657-8172 


We recently received the first issue of 
Body Memories: Radical Perspectives on 
Childhood Sexual Abuse. In their words it “is 
an attempt to create a radical magazine about 


the sexual abuse of children. It is radical in: 


that we are trying to look at the root of the 
problem in our society, and propose radical 
ways to end abuse. Radical in that it seeks to 
draw connections between the abuse of 
children and the overall context of an oppres- 
sive society. Radical in that it seeks to fight 
the exploitation of children as part of an 
overall struggle for change.” 


Since some members of Bulldozer are 
going throughourownexperience of dealing 
with having been abused as children, we 
really support the effort to explore the radical 
implications of the large scale abuse of chil- 
dren that until quite recently was denied by 
virtually everyone: the church, the state, the 
family, psychiatry and other therapeutic 
techniques. The sexual and physical abuse of 
native children which took place in the Chris- 
tian residential schools over several genera- 
tions shows clearly that the abuse of children 
has‘explicit social and political —in this case 
colonial — dimensions. The ramifications of 
this abuse are still being felt in native com- 
munities across Canada. The efforts of native 
women and men to expose this abuse shows 
that though it might be suffered in a terrible 
isolation, the healing must be done individu- 
ally and collectively. 


Regular subs are from $4 to $12 for 4 
issues. Outside the U.S., pleaseadd $4. to $10. 
Body Memories will be of use to anyone 
working with survivors. Write: 


Body Memories 
P.O, Box 14941 
Berkeley, CA. 94701 


Oh-Toh-Kin is a highly recommended 
new native magazine from Vancouver. Please 
see centrespread for a longer review. 


S. NT 





Joint Venture: The Newsletter for Lifers is 


a new publication dealing with the issues 


confronting lifers in Canada, defined as both 
those serving life sentences in federal pris- 
ons, or those on parole for life. It is a joint 
product of both prisoners and an outside 
community group. Free to prisoners, dona- 
tions would beappreciated from others. Write: 


Infinity Lifers Liaison Group 
Box 772, Stn B 
Ottawa, Ont K2P 5P9 


The HarambeeFlameisa pan-A fricanist 
newsletter from the Harambee African Cul- 
tural Organization at the state prison in Lin- 
coln, Nebraska. Their creed is “together we 
seek to show that which is us, to expand our 
collective consciousness of who we are and 
whence we come. We exult in the fact that 
Afrikans are beautiful in our ownright rather 
than at the expense ofany other ethnic group. 
And in the true spirit of the Swahili word, 
Harambee, we promote the idea that cultural 
exchangeis germane tohumangrowth”. Subs 
are $7./yr. Write: 


Harambee Flame 


< P.O.Box 2500 


Lincoln, NE 68542-2500 


Bayou La Rose covers many of the same 
areas of struggle as Bulldozer. They are 
working on a special resource issue. This will 
be invaluable for any group wanting to reach 
prisoners. They recently purged their mailing 
list, so if you used to get itand haven't received 
a copy in the last year, contact them. Or if 
you've never seen it, write: 


Bayou La Rose 

c/o Arthur Miller 
302 N. “J” St. #3 
Tacoma, WA 98403 


Prisoners’ Legal News amongst other 
issues of relevance to prisoners, carries short 
descriptions of recent legal decisions affect- 
ing American prisoners. Donations and subs 
for the U.S. should be sent to: PLN, POB 1684, 


Lake Worth, FL 33460; In Canada write: Arm The | 


Spirit, P.O. Box 57584, Jackson Stn, Hamilton, 
Ont L8P 4X3. Letters and articles should be sent 
to: Paul Wright, #930783, POB 5000, HC63, 
Clallum Bay, WA 98326. 


Magazines; newsletters and other 
propagandists — Open Road is no longer 
publishing a newspaper, but they’re still ac- 
tive. They do an anti-authoritarian radio 
show, infoand video nights, an annual “Rock 
Against Prisons” and are working to set upa 
“Books to Prisoners” program. They’ve been 
having problems with the Post Office, much 
of their mail has been returned. Their new 
address is: ° 


Open Road | 
POB 66102 Stn F 
Vancouver, BC V5N 5L4 





Issue #4 of Convictions, a magazine “by pris- 
oners for prisoners and their people” is now 
out. They pay their authors and illustrators. 
Subs are $10/yr for prisoners, $12/yr for non- 
prisoners. Write: 


Convictions 
P.O. Box 1749 
Corvallis, OR 97339-1749 


Address corrections for supporting Demba 
Diop in the last issue: 


Ms Gabi Himlet clo Buchfernleihe fur Gefangene 
Schweizer Allee 25 
4600 Dortmund 1,Germany 


Mr Geert Oetken 
Hohenzollernring 11 | 
5000 Koln 1 ,Germany phone 0221/251731 


Submissions sought 
for Prisoners’ Justice 
Day from Canadian 
prisoners 


August 10th is set aside by prison- 
ers each year to commemorate those who 
have died unnatural deaths in prisons. 
Prisoners’ Justice Day is known to most 
prisoners as a day of fasting and not 
working as a way to rememberand show 
solidarity with the prisoners who have 
been murdered and those who have 
committed suicide or died of neglect. As 
a show of solidarity on the outside, 
prisoners supporters also hold activites 
in the community on August 10th. 


The Prisoners’ Justice Day Commit- 
tee of Toronto is planning programmes 
in English and French for the national 
radio show sponsored by Toronto’s 
CKLN-FM. The programmes will consist 
of prisoners’ writing: opinion peen 
poetry, drama, stories and songs. If you'd 
rather not put things down on paper, 
just send a cassette tape and say what 
you have to say; tell your friends who 
can’t read, and those who speak another 
language, that we want to hear from 
them too. | 


Cost of tapes and writers’ fees will 
be paid by A Space art gallery. Deadline 
for submissions is May/31/92. Please 
get your material in the mail before that 
date. This year’s programmes will re- 
flect not only on Prisoners’ Justice Day, 
but also focus on the theme: “Toward a 
Renewed Solidarity”. Canadian prison- 
ers and their supporters who are inter- 
ested in writing about this, pleasecontact: 


Prisoners’ Justice Day Committee 
A Space 

183 Bathurst St. Ste 301 

Toronto, Ont M5T 2R7 
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Prison News Service 
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On 5/Feb/92, the lunch break for pre- 
transfer prisoners was slightly longer than 
usual. The extra time to finish eating before 
being rushed back to forced labor on military 
contracts was appreciated, but it wasn'ta gift. 
As the 38 prisoners moved out of the chow 

hall, a gang of swine led by Lt. Ennis risked 
starting a riot by “arresting” six prisoners 
from their midst in an obviously pre-planned 
assault. As the handcuffed prisoners were 
taken to segregation, they could see over their 
shoulders the rest of the prisoners being 
= herded into the former Vocational Training 
area, presumably so the swine could strip 


a ee eee ee we a ee A E TOTEE TT TE TE 


Th wee” Fee eR) Pee eee ye ee oe Coen 


search them and ransack the housing unit 

and factory in secrecy. The prisoners taken to 
__ the hole weretold that they were being locked 
_ down“pendinginvestigation”;two wereeven 
‘put directly into disciplinary segregation 
_ despite not having been so much as charged 
with any infraction. A seventh prisoner who 
had been arrested the previous gay was-also 
pol under investigation. 


During the next two days, the prison’s 
investigative officer Lieutenant Lacy con- 
ducted interviews during which he claimed 
the investigation was of a purported plot to 
blow up or burn down the Unicor factory, 
where the slave's choice is between military 
work or lockdown punishment. He wouldn’t 
cite any hard evidence of the reality of any 

plot though. The evidence at which his 
questions seemed aimed, however, had more 
to do with people’s attitudes towards Unicor 
workthan knowledgeof, orinvolvement with, 
any substantive plot. It was as if not liking 
being a slave was to be construed as guilt of 
plotting rebellion — though not, as it turned 

_ out, directly. Four of the seven were returned 
to the pre-transfer unit by 7/Feb — as if 
anything they could have said would have 
caused their release had there beena shred of 
evidence to support their segregation. 


k a Lacy’s interviews of two of the remain- 


ing prisoners, Tim Blunk and this writer, 
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._ prisoners’ objections to Marion factory work. 
On7/Feb, Lacy told me he had “read some of 
your stuff” and suggested that Tim and I — 
either through PNS/M and other writings or 
verbally, or both — had planted the objec- 
tions to forced labor in the other prisoners’ 
minds, as if slaves can’t recognize slavery 

_ unaided. He repeated these notions to Tim in 
a subsequent interview and also implied that 
we both had some sort of what Tim described 
as him feeling was a “terrorist imperative” 
that would of course dispose us to blow up or 
burn down anything associated with the gov- 
ernment, particularly the military linked fac- 
tory. Tim was finally released from segrega- 
tion on 19/Feb and Paul Jorgenson on 27/ 
Feb, leaving me the solitary conspirator and 
unsure if that’s a compliment. 


Unicor dangerous to 
health 

_ Lacy also expressed considerable inter- 
est in prisoners’ other objections to Unicor 
work at Marion, again with the insinuation 
that the discontent was more politically moti- 


vated and instigated than real. He dismissed 
prisoner medical complaints like dizziness, 
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fatigue and respiratory ailments that even 
Physician’s Assistants have blamed on haz- 
ardous materials and practices used in the 
factory with the assertion that the EPA (Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency) had tested the 
factory air and found it safe. Prison safety 
officer Sallee, however, will not give up a 
copy of this alleged report and the EPA office 
responsible for maintaining such records in- 
sists no such report is on file. Even if some 


_ such report existed, it would not prove safety 


unless its methodology included specific as 
well as general testing in light of the complex 
work station environment. Managerial re- 
fusal to use personal exposure detectors sug- 
gests specifictesting would contradict official 
claims about breathing hazards. Lacy also 
seemed to think Unicor’s staff withholding of 
safety equipment for disciplinary and eco- 
nomic reasons, arbitrary and unfair discipli- 
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March - April 1992 


Complaints = Conspiracy 


nary and pay practices, speedups and petty 
harassment were fanciful figments of pinko” 
agitation rather than self-evidenced causes of 
legitimate displeasure with Unicor servitude. 


Lacy presumably used these and other 
Investigation 101 tactics on the many other 


prisoners he questioned. His apparent game 


was to get people to say. things inconsistent 
with what they’d been known to say else- 


where, write in their letters, say on the phone 


or were reported to think by snitches that 
could forma basis for suspicion of either plots 
or perpetrators. He told people that “every- 
one” was saying they’d burn Unicor if they 
could, apparently to trick someone into the 
admission. He feigned: concern and an atti- 
tudethat complaints had legitimacy. He went 
so far as to say, “we of the far right, you of the 
far left” have things in common, in order to 
demonstrate how reasonable he could be — 
asif we might collaborateto our mutual profit. 
He told at least Tim and I that both he and 
Warden Turner had been ignorant that Unicor 
work was involuntary, having thought it 
something sought by prisoners — as in all 
other federal prisons — as if that would en- 
courage prisoners to enlighten him (to their 
detriment). Turner denied ignorance on 29/ 
Feb/92, but both had reason to lie and are 
federal prison employees. Lacy kept saying 
he didn’t think much of the (Secret) basis for 
the investigation and that he was on the verge 
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An exclusive photo of Warden “Al” Turner, on his way to Marion Peniten- 
tiary to save the day after the previous warden had gotten soft on the prisoners. 





Page 1 


The Marionette 


January - February 1992 Number 59 


of concluding it to lull his subjects into 
unwariness. And he hasn’t concluded it. 


Conspiracy charge 
ignores reality 


The conspiracy was contradicted by sev- 
eral factors, all conveniently ignored. Those 
who were among the most critical and the 
least “company men” orthoseassociated with 
them were the ones snared in this witch hunt 
and were well aware they would have been 


_ the most likely scapegoats for any real burn- 
ing down or blowing up. Anyway, no explo- 


sives are available and the only flammable 
liquid available in any quantity would re- 
quire a lot of sloshing around’and igniting, 
impossible to do surreptitiously, given the 
set-up. Nor is anyone confident the swine 
would get around to evacuating the facility 
before the prisoners all died of smoke inhala- 
tion if there was a fire. The smoke a Marion 
fire would pro- 
duce would be 
comparable tothe 


kills passengers in 
minutes in airline 
fires. And what 
would be the 
likely result for 
the survivors (if 
any)? The event 
would be blamed 
on a group of 
“trouble-makers” 
‘(whether right! 
or not) who'd z 
likely to get an- 
- other fiveyearsor 
so of lockdown, 
everyone’s trans- 
fer would be de- 
layed for months 
at least, the fac- 
tory would be 
rapidly restored, 
probably with 
working condi- 
tions even more 
oppressive. 


Although 
explanations for 
the administra- 
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After seven years and seven weeks— 
Bill Dunne “expelled” from Marion 


As we were finishing the layout,Bill in- 


formed us that he had been transferred. Here 


are excerpts from his letter. 


After seven years and seven weeks, 
I’m no longer at USP Marion. On the last 
day of winter (20/Mar/92), I departed the 


dungeonand landedat the lesser lockup of 
USP Terre Haute, Indiana, about 150 miles 
northwest of Marion. The move was rather 


sudden and somewhat of.a surprise and 
had more the character of expulsion than 


official certification that I’ve been de- 
nastified and rendered suitable for regular 
prison. An official here expressed the 
opinion this very day —and told mel’dbe ~ 
watched as close as:close could be in case 


I was looking for any fence therapy. 


I was finally let out of segregationand - 


returned to the pre-transfer unit on 16/ 
Mar. Upon arriving there, I learned that 


Tim Blunk had already been transferred 
(to Lewisburg) — an expedited and unu- 
sual process that didn’t require any of the 
standard rigmarole of signing and sub- 
mitting and waiting that put him outsome 
four months early. The day after I was let 
out, a unit manager slithered up to my cell 
and told me I’d be coming here (Terre 
Haute) within weeks. | thought it was 
some sort of trick, but the abnormal proc- 
ess was the sameas they’d carried Tim up 
to that point. Two days after I was let out 
of the hole, an associate warden, (AW) 
came up to the factory to say he thought I 
was “guilty as hell” of being “deeply in- 
volved” in something, although he did 
admit it wasn’t what they'd been investi- 
gating. (True!, they hadn't been investi- 
gating anything!) The Special Investiga- 
tive Supervisor (SIS) had suggested that 
we had some sort of “terrorist imperative” 


sort of smoke that- 








tive invention ofthis conspiracy story vary, it 
was clearly an act of intimidation, suppres- 
sion of dissent and censorship. The reign of 
Warden Turner the Turd has seen imple- 
mented many oppressive measures, increas- 
ing tension and disquiet among prisoners 
generally. One of the most visible attacks was 
the virtual doubling of the duration of the 
pre-transfer “program”. Like the others, it 
had ramifications. It led prisoners to become 
both more conscious of and concerned about 
the health hazards of Unicor work, now that 
they are being exposed longer. As a result, 
complaints and requests for relief increased, 
making the administration feel threatened. 


In reaction, officialdom attacked the 


_ messenger, typically trying to smother unrest 


rather than address its causes. It snatched - 
those most inclined to resist their oppression 
by so little as asking that their rights and the 
law be respected. It subjected them to the hole 
and rednecking of their property (personal 
property is virtually always lost or damaged 
in such moves) as punishment in rough pro- 
portion to their exercise of their human and 
constitutional rights. Whether or not anyone 


is ultimately decreed guilty as a result of this 


investigation, punishments have been in- 
flicted and messages sent: It is dangerous to 


_ complain, however rightly. It is dangerous to 


associate with those who door are otherwise 
heretical. Absolute prisoners’ rights existonly. 
in popular mythology, and it is dangerous to 
appear otherwise. Powerlessness is danger- 
ous and prisoners are powerless. 


‘Given the courts’ abdication of their re- 


seipremmsron sity to. oversee prison operations. 


where prisoncrats raise the holy icon of “se- 
curity”, prison officials will likely use such 
conspiracies increasingly as instruments of 
repression. Already they are doing so at USP 
Marion. There now are always at least a few 
people in the hole under investigation of 
plotting escape, mayhem or something secret. 
The practice telegraphs what ideas are dis- 
pleasing in official sight and with whom it is 
unwise to associate. Italso creates uncertainty 

and stress ih prisoners and diminishes their 
already meager security, peopleinsuchstraits | 
being easier to manipulate and control. Noris 
Marion the only prison at which the broad net 


continued (see Conspiracy) on page 9 


More Marionette on page 11 
Marionnotes on page 9 


to do the nasty to the factory, and the AW 
obviously still harbored that notion. That 


was probably why I was held in the hole 
till Tim was already gone and we were 
transferred separately even though the 
first leg of our trips was the same. Every- 


one knows it’s a law of physics that two 


pinkos together can’t help but rip off their 
chains, break out of the bus cage and 
overpower 5 armed swine — just for 
something to do of course. I was rushed to 


_ the bus the day after talking to the A.W. 


The ride was beautiful, but I can’t think of 
much scenery that wouldn’t have been 
after so long at Marion. 


(Please remember to change Bill’s 
address on your mailing list.) 


_ Bill Dunne 10916-086/3K 


P.O. Box 33 
Terre Haute, IN 47808 
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Ohio Criminal 
Sentencing 
Commission 


There have been a lot of rumors of abol- 
ishing the Parole Board in Ohio. Here are the 
facts in relation to this rumor. In 1990 former 
Governor Dick Celeste created the Ohio 
Criminal Sentencing Commission to study 
Ohio’s sentencing scheme and issue recom- 
mendations for changes to the General As- 
sembly. It will be their job to act on making 
therecommended changes into statutory law. 


Members of the commission include five 
Judges, two Senators and one State Repre- 
sentative, the Head of the Ohio Public De- 
fender Commission, a prosecutor and a sher- 


iff. The Bar Association has a delegate and- 


there is an advisory council consisting of rep- 


_ Tesentatives from the Ohio Halfway House 


Association, Correctional Institution Inspec- 

tion Committee, Case Western College of 
Law, Ohio Chief Probation Officers, Country 
Commission Association and Department of 
Rehabilitation and Corrections. 


The. Commission is in consensus that 


_ violent and career criminals should be incar- 


cerated in prisons, while third and fourth 
degree non-violent offenders be placed in 
local facilities. Also that post-release (Parole) 
conditions and services should be imposed 
on all offenders upon release from serving 
their minimum sentences. 


A consensus was also reached that the 
sentence meted out would consist of a basic 
minimum sentence, determined by the Judge 
who considers the offense and history of the 
offender. Ohio minimum sentences would be 
what is served in prison (flat time) subject to 
“hard time” (rather than good time) which 


would extend the minimum sentence for 


misbehavior in prison. The Parole Board 





_would be limited to determining the imposi-| peg 


_ tion of hard time and the manner and le 
_ of post-release supervision upon serving the 


ngth 


minimum sentence. 


A consensus was also reached that the 
caps on consecutive sentences be removed 
under a system that-allows reviews of con- 
secutive sentences at a future date, with the 
sentencing decisions subject to appellate re- 
view. Also, the mandatory ranges of sentence 


_enhancements for repeat aggravated felonies 


_ should be eliminated — leaving one range of 


penalty for each level of offense, with the 
presumption that repeat offenders goto prison 
Ge. 3,4,5,6,7 to 15 yrs.). 


Reviews of sentences by the sentencing 


judge at a future time, to take into considera- ` 


tion changes in circumstances demonstrated 
bythe prisoner'sbehavior for possiblerelease, 
willalsobeinstituted. This would helpcounter 
the removal of caps and allow a Judge to 
release a prisoner deemed “rehabilitated” yet 
serving a lengthy sentence. . 


All in all, due to the present state of 
overcrowding and actual incarceration sen- 
tences which don’t provide for the turnover 
of prisoners it appears Ohio will be returning 


_to the same sentencing scheme that was in 


effect prior to the sentencing changes in 1984. 
However there will be a flat minimum sen- 
tence that gives a presumption of release 
unless Bad Time is added on. The Parole 
Board will be limited to this function and to 


supervising Post-Release (Parole) Supervi- 


‘sion and conditions. 


The commission will issue its final rec- 


ommendation in June 1992. Input regarding . 


' the Commission should be directed to: 


i 


i 


David Diroll, Executive Director 

Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission 
400 East Tower St. Suite 120 
Columbus, OH 43215 

(614) 466-1833 


Thanks, 
John Perotti 


` POB 1368 #167712 
Mansfield, OH 44901 








Just Us — Ohio Style 


Three days before former Ohio Gov- 
ernor Dick Celeste left office he commuted 
the death sentences of Donald Maur, 
Leonard Jenkins, Willie Jester, Crazy Horse 
Seiber, Debra Brown, Rose Grant and 
Elizabeth Green to life in prison. Celeste 
also commuted the prison sentences of 
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(This article was inadvertently left out of our 3 
last issue.) 


7 The news of Magic Johnson’s infection | 
with the AIDS virus has just been publicized. 
I too have been infected with the virus. Magic 


Johnson is larger than life “proof” that the 


- virus does not discriminate — does this make 
Magic Johnson more important and myself 


and others like me of less importance? The 


virus causes the deadly disease AIDS — re- 

‘search and a cure have always been a must. 
_ Will Magic Johnson’s prominence contribute 
_to the clamour for more and better research 


monies? I sincerely hope so! Yet why has it 
taken a prominent sports figure of his stature 


to attain such measures?! It saddens me to 


see/hear of another being “attacked” with 
this virus, yet it pacifies me in his courage to 
become public with his diagnosis, even so it 
can be seen as somewhat tantamount in some 
circles as “mild hysteria” / 
“obscene disgust” — how 
could he? — as if he knew 
he’d also become a PWA? 
Again the virus knows no 
faces, no fame, no money. 
The virus has no con- 
science. Abstinence: the 
calltothe reduction in HIV 
infection and other sexu-- 
ally transmitted diseases. 
The condom: preventive 
measures in the spread of 
the disease. Reality! The 
HIV virus is here!!! 


Treatmentisavailable 
in prolonging life, treat- 
ment is.available to fight 
opportunistic infections 
associated with the disease 
-a cure is yet to be found. 
At least any that has FDA- 
stamped- approval. Pro- 
found research must stand 
as a priority, if only 
because Magic Johnson, a 


Saram Bellinger and Ralph Deleo to time 
served and issued full and unconditional par- 


dons to Freddie Moore and John Salim. Ce- - 


leste, who opposes the death penalty, com- 
muted the death penalties of those male pris- 
oners closest to execution and all femaledeath 
row prisoners. 


OnJan/14/91 George Vainovitch became 
Ohio’s Governor. Vainovitch joined the 
clamor of well publicized outrage by Ohio’s 
law enforcement officials and prosecutors at 
these commutations and vowed to put these 
prisoners back on death row. Vainovitch, 
joined by Reginald Williamson, Director of 
the Department of Rehabilitation and Correc- 
tions, filed a civil action in the court of Com- 
mon Pleas for Franklin Country. The lives of 
these prisoners were now in the hands of 
Judge Sherwood who was asked to issue a 
declaratory judgement whether or not Ce- 
leste had authority to issue commutations 
without following administrative procedure 


by waiting for the Adult Parole Authority 


(APA) to investigate and issue a recommen- 
dation for or against commutation to the 
Governor. : 


In the meantime, Maur, Jenkins (who’s 
paralyzed from the waist down and already 


condemned to lifeina wheelchair), Jesterand — 


Seiber were removed from death row at the 
Southern Ohio Correctional Facility (GOCF) 
and placed in general population as were 
Grant and Green at the Ohio Reformatory for 
Women (ORW). Debra Brown was under a 
death sentence in Indiana. Saram Bellinger 
and Ralph Deleo were released from prison. 









revered athlete, now becomes astatistic among 
those hundreds of thousands infected with 
the virus. His prominence and stature can 


demand much needed funds in research and 
treatments. No longer are we (PWA’s) People 


. With AIDS, an anonymous people. 


Magic Johnson’s public acclamations of | 
infection with the virus brings obscurity to. 


the forefront in combatting this disease — I 
applaud his stance and admire his courage, 
for he could have renounced the publicity of 
such a private issue — I’m proud that he’s 


chosen to be recognized as a PWA, forinhis_ | 
acknowledgement I too can stand and not. 


hide in shame and fear. I had not wanted to 
include my name in my story other than my 
initials, assuming anonymity in that fashion, 
duetothe various and many persons it would 


affect — I’ve decided that my real name may 


indeed be used. With family support and a 





John Perotti 


_and live my life positively! For quality time! 


V Brend alot ee 
“1034 Bragg st 





Leonard Jenkins was transferred to Marion 
Correctional Facility in Marion, OH. 


But the public was not to be denied its 
thirst for blood. On Feb/13/92 Judge 
Sherwood issued a final order declaring 
that former Governor Celeste was not 
vested with constitutional power to issue 
commutations or pardons without first 


‘receiving a full report on the individuals 


from the APA. It should be’noted that the 
cases had been referred to the APA prior to 


_ thecommutations forinvestigation reports 


but the APA had stonewalled on the report 

in hopes of delaying until Vainovitch (who m 
is pro death penalty) came into office. It 

should also be noted that Celeste was not 

bound by the the APA’s denial or recom- 
mendation of commutation. He could 

override their decisions. 


The prisoncrats’ response was to 
transfer Jenkins back to SOCF and place 
him and the other commuted prisoners 
back on death row there and at ORW. The 
State giveth and the State taketh away. 


_ Thereisastrong argumentto be made 
that commuting a prisoner's death sen- 
tence, then reversing the commutation a 
year after releasing them from death row — 
subjects them to doublejeopardy and cruel _ 
and unusual punishment. These avenues — 
should be pursued. Meanwhile, Ohio 
moves one step closer to Barbarism.. 


Letters of Protest should be sent to: 
Governor George Vainovitch sae 
State House — Governor’s Mansion [| 
Columbus, Ohio 43216 oo _ a 


Thanks, + 


network of concerned friends, I will survive 


existing negatively I’ve now come to term 
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with living positively! 





Raleigh, N.C. 27610 


The Prison News Service a 
is published bimonthly by If 
PSC Publishers and is edited 

by the Bulldozer collective. 
Subscriptions: 

Free to prisoners 
non-prisoners $10./yr. 

more if you can, less if you 

can t.: Send subscription 
requests to PSC Publishers 

at the address. below. _ 


Institutions - $25./yr. 
(payable in U.S. funds 
outside of Canada) 


Donations are needed to 
keep this project going. 
Prisoner support groups 
can get multiple copies for 
use in their work for the 
cost of postage. ; 


March/April 1992 issue 

Date of issue April 1991 
Publications Mail Registration 
Number 8843 | = 


Postal Officials, send 
returns to: 7 


PSC Publishers 
POB 5052,--Stn A 
Toronto,..Ont 

Canada MSW 1W4 


Graphics and articles wel- 
comed. Deadline for next 
issue is May 20th. 
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From 1976 through 1984, the Sam 
Melville-Jonathan Jackson Unit (SMJJ) and 
the United Freedom Front (UF) called for the 
release of political prisoners and POWs from 
U.S. prisons. This call, accentuated through 
the use of explosives, was integrated with 
other issues such as independence for Puerto 
Rico, an end to apartheid and support for the 
liberation movements in Central America. 


In 1985, the first of many trials began for 
seven long time activists and revolutionaries. 
Collectively known as the Ohio 7, the first 


group trial stemmed from résistance actions 


attributed to the UFF, including the bomb- 
ings of U.S. military facilities. This trial re- 


sulted in numerous convictions. Subse- 


quently, 8 people were indicted on Sedition 
and RICO (Racketeer Influenced Corrupt Or- 
ganization) charges coming out of SMJJ /UFF 
actions. This case resulted in the longest sedi- 
tion trial in U.S. history and acquittals for 
those who remained in the case. I was arde- 
fendantinbothcases as were Richard Williams 
and Thomas Manning. 


Between the earlier UFF trial and the 
Sedition case, there was a New Jersey state 
trial in which Tom and Richard were tried for 
the 1981 shooting death of a state trooper. In 
very compelling and unequivocal testimony, 


Tom described how he had shot the trooper in 


self-defense after the trooper tried to kill him 
with his .357 Magnum. During the court pro- 
ceedings it was determined that the trooper 
had fired a minimum of 6 shots, carried an 
unregistered, unlicensed “drop gun” con- 


cealed on his person, and was previously |. 


involved in shooting incidents. 


Tom testified that Richard Williams was 
not present at the shooting. At the trial’s 
conclusion, Tom Manning was convicted of 
felony murder. The jury failed to reach a 
verdict on Richard, with the majority for acquit- 
. This lead to a second trial, a retrial, which 


7 began 5 years later on oe ae anak ended 


#Richard'’sconvictionin 


ED inate an ag ce 


Tagal on the violation of the human rights 
of political prisoners /p.o.w.s in U.S. prisons 


: and jails was held in New York City. This 


event was convened by 88 sponsoring and 


endorsing organizations, including Freedom 





Now!, a coalition of organizations and indi- 
viduals pledged to support political prison- 
ers. Hundreds of activists attended the event. 
The Tribunal provided an opportunity and 
forum to examine the political claims and 
conditions of over 100 political prisoners. 


_ Examination was also given to government 


claims that these prisoners are simply terror- 
ists and criminals. 


The Tribunal drew numerous conclu- 
sions based on the evidence. Among these 
findings: U.S. prisons hold substantial num- 
bers of political prisoners/p.o.w.s, including 
“white north american opponents of US. 
government policies.” The Tribunal then is- 
sued the following call to action — “It is of 
critical importance for the international hu- 
man rights community as well as all freedom- 


loving people to bring world-wide attention 


to the plight of U.S. political prisoners.” 






A year earlier, Dec/ AGT: 90, a Sees 


How isit that one year after the Tribunal 
findings, the New Jersey trial of Richard 
Williams elicited no moral or political sup- 
port from those who organized, sponsored, 
endorsed and attended this event? Or from 
the organizations and individuals affiliated 
with Freedom Now!? How did circumstances 
and attitudes evolve to the,point of adding 
insult to injury by abandoning Richard 
Williams to a relentless attack by the State? 


It has been my position, shared with 


_ some of my comrades, that we do not distance 


ourselves politically from actions claimed by 
the SMJJ/UFF. For example, we do not deny 
bombing the offices of the South African gov- 
ernment in 1982, orthe destruction of military 
facilities. We think they were necessary and 
righteous actions designed to draw the atten- 
tion of the American people to crimes being 
committed by their own government. 


_ Thishas had repercussions in our ability 
to build support among the organized Left 
and others. Many activists considertheSMJJ / 
UFF actions “dirty” because they involve the 
use or threat of violence, including confronta- 
tions with the police. These activists won’t 
even consider extending support to those who 
do not establish their “innocence” or repudiate 
armed resistance. Trying to gain their favor 
resembles an appearance beforea parole board. 


Little support for 
Williams 


At his recent trial, Richard Williams 
maintained his innocence throughout the cir- 
cumstantial case against him, yet political 
and moral support did not materialize. With 
theexception ofa few individuals who braved 
the elements of police intimidation, the Left 


virtually boycotted the trial. The alternative 


press, with the exception of some Canadian 
Left publications, did not devote so much as 
a single column inch to the trial. Events were 
not organized or shared which would draw 


attention to our comrade’s plight. One of the _ 


few bright spots in the midst of this wayward 


‘dea valiant-effort: 


Why t the whiteout? Despite the rhetoric 
ofour detractors, theissueis notoneof “guilt” 

or “innocence”. If it were, the courtroom 
would have been filled with supporters from 
that nearby hotbed of radicalism, New York 


City. As it was, the courtroom was filled with 
state cops making 
their own political 


statement. Thereal 
deal with those 
that renounce us 
and retreat from 
trials and prison 
battlegrounds is 
that weare seen as 
anti-imperialists 
with guns. Guns 
were used to de- 
fend ourselvės; 
guns to confront 
the enemy; guns 
that speak for our 
own liberation and 
providesupportto 
others. With no 
apologies. 


Self defense 
was Clearly established in the New Jersey 
case. However, our critics’ convoluted logic 
turns the issue around to a condemnation: 
what were we doing with guns to begin with? 
The soft part of the Left filed a superseding 
indictment behind that of the State, implicat- 
ing usas terrorists and criminals. The guns, our 
lack of adherence to a particular party line, our 
radical ideas (e.g. the liberation of oppressed 
nations within the borders of the U.S. Empire) 
are used by others to label the Ohio 7 as ren- 
egade workers unworthy of support. 


There are those who’ve just begun to 
grasp the necessary understanding and cour- 
age to denounce the inherent injustice of 20 
year-old-cases involving our Black Panther 
Party and Black Liberation Army comrades, 
and others. Yet they don’t lift a finger to help 
someone on trial now. Anyone who has been 
chewed up in this so called “criminal justice” 
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system will tell you support is most effective 
in the trial stage. Convictions are extremely 
difficult to get reversed, and early support 
lays the foundation for protracted support if 
necessary. A New York judge put it succinctly 
when he stated the government has an in- 
terest in the finality of judgements. Final —as 
in bury them alive, or, as in the case of Mumia 
Abu Jamal, execute as soon as convenient. 


Much of the North American left suffers 
from myopia on this issue of political prison- 
ers. It affects their value judgements. They 
place our value at nil. They see no relation- 
ship or kindred spirit between those who 
function clandestinely or outside the bounds 
of the Empire’s law, and the combatants, 
bombmakers, expropriators, armorers, cou- 
riers and propagandists of other anti-imperi- 
alist struggles. Struggles represented by the 
FMLN, the FSLN, Umkhonto we Sizwe, the 
PLA of the Philippines, etc. They merit ad- 
miration and respect. We get ostracized and 
disrespected. 


When Mandela a nn 
toured the U.S. after his 
release from prison, I- 
watched with pride as 
millions turned out to 
welcome him. Nelson | 
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a few. It dashed the hopes of scores of political 
prisoners, long ago forgotten. This is a con- 
tinuation of a decades-old legacy which rel- 
egates political prisoners to the status of irri- 
tant and minor humanitarian consideration. 


Prisoners need and 
want support 


The prisoners want and need outside 
support. We need it to remain visible and as 
a vehicle for activism; as a measure of physi- 
cal protection and to secure our freedom. Our 
lifeline is perilously weak. 


The State put a lot of muscle and re- 
sources into prosecuting Richard Williams. 
Every day, state police ringed thecourthouse, 
patrolled the building and occupied the 
courtroom. This was more than a symbolic 
determination — it was a strategy designed 
to use the power of the State to take a man’s 
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anti-apartheid resist- 
ance and the defiant 
spirit of political pris- 
oners. Most left or- 
ganizations expressed 
enthusiastic support 
for Mandela — an ap- 
preciation for his sac- 
rifice on behalf of oth- 
ers. It was a very spe- 
cial moment when 
Mandela spoke in 
Harlem. Adding to its 
significance was 
Mandela sharing the 
stage and place of. 
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Rican nationalist Pris- 
oners of War. Liberal 
and conservative poli- 
ticlans opposed their presence on stage. It is 
then with some irony that so many Left or- 
ganizations, year after year, refused to ac- 
knowledge the political persecution of these 
comrades. Curious that many didn’t recog- 
nize the connection with the struggle against 
white supremacy in South Africa and the 
fight against white spremacy in amerikkka. 
Disturbing, that at no time prior, during, or 
after did anyone acknowledge the reality of 


U.S. political prisoners in prison for years, 


and still in prison today, for anti-apartheid 
actions. 


Left ignores political 
prisoners 


The consistency with which the Left ig- 


nores political prisoners can be seen through 


the experiences of soldiers who refused to 
serve in the Gulf War. These working class 
womenand men took therisks, bad discharges 
and imprisonment. For their commitmentand 
sacrifice, they received scant support from 


_ the various anti-war groups and coalitions, 


with the major exceptions of Citizen Soldier, 
the War Resisters League and the anti-impe- 
rialist segment of the Viet Nam Veterans 
Against the War. 


Exceptional also is the Puerto Rican In- 
dependence Movement, and the singular ex- 
ample of Leonard Peltier (also, the particular 
effort formed around IRA prisoner Joe 
Doherty). They have made progress with in- 
tegrating the lives of prisoners with other 
community and political issues. 


However, few prisoners, including anti- 
imperialist prisoners, receive organizational 
support. The demise of Freedom Now! from 


competing agendas, personal squabbling and 


myriad other self-induced problems under- 
mined the good intentions and hard work of 
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life. The dichotomy was striking: a frenzied 
police power bent on exacting their pound of 
flesh, and the wilted response of the Left. 
There. was the depth, character and attitude 
of each in the context of a political trial. 


Neither my comrades nor I have asked 
for awards, promotions or pensions. If that’s 
what I wanted, I would have re-enlisted with 
the U.S. Army rather than join with the un- 
conventional forces. Some will say I have an 
axe to grind. No doubt. | began to sharpen my 
axe under the war skies of Viet Nam 25 years 
ago. I’ve continued to hone its edge as my 


own life was rubbed raw with oppression. | 


With me, the political is personal. 


This is not a criticism of the entire Left. 
Most of the Left doesn’t even know we exist. 
For those who have made a difference in our 
lives — you know who you are. Neither is it 
meant to be a comprehensive analysis. My 
purpose is to stir the conscience and inflame 
the passions; to draw attention to the inherent 
weakness of political organizations and 
movements that cut and run atthe first sign of 


a courtroom confrontation. All progressive 
and revolutionary movements have their ac- - 


tivists and seditious conspirators. Some of us 
are imprisoned for our commitment. Do you 
see us as part of your community, or as casu- 
alties of a war you'd just as soon forget? Do 
you see us at all? For after allis said and done, 
the women and men locked down for their 
political beliefs, intent and actions are the 
United States’ political prisoners. 


Raymond Luc Levasseur #10376-016 
Box 1000 ? 
Marion, IL 62959 


Thanks to Friends of Political Prisoners for send- 
ing us this article. Write them at: 


Friends of Political Prisoners 
Box 1313, 
Madison, WI 53704 co 
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In the name of God, the Merciful, the Com- 


passionate, 


There are three basic approaches to 
analyzing the prison situation inside the 
Shaytan-i-Buzurg (Great Satan): individual 
or personal, domestic or national, and in rela- 
tion to the global or international world or- 
der. As the last two are interlinked (at least 
from a “conscious” view of political affairs, 
etc.) [don’t really separate them one from the 
other. What is known as “crime” is not cut off 


-from the socio-political and economic reali- 


ties of the U.S., which are in turn products of 
the international crisis U.S. imperialism pres- 
ently faces; hence, the interlinking connec- 
tion. Beseeching the Almighty, | hope to touch 
on these various aspects and areas. 


_ Most young people of this land, particu- 
larly those from among the mustazaf (de-. 


prived Black and white people) are suffering 
from a terrible identity crisis. They know 
neither their Creator nor their “self”, and 
their socio-cultural awareness remains for 
themost part, only skindeep—lacking sound 
historical(or even geographical) background 
and insight. On top of all of this, they labor 
under the burden of a value system which is 
fundamentally against their nature as human 
beings and wholly inadequate vis-a-vis ena- 
bling them to coexist harmoniously with their 
fellow human beings. I am sure that you are 
aware of the “void” in the hearts of the citi- 
zens of Shaytan-i-Buzurg (i.e. the hollowness 
of the so-called “civilization” of the West...) 
so I won't dwell on this — only to say that it 


is a big factor in the criminal behavior of the - 


youth. This “void” has been filled for today’s 
people but by a mirage (i.e. the illusion of 
money as a value system) instead of by any- 
thing of substance! Via the institutions of 
influence, the media, the school systems and 
so forth, people are conditioned to equate 
wealth with status and well-being — while 
taught that this “well-being” is available to 





will merely apply themselves to study and 
hard work. We can liken this to a religion: 
money is the “god”, study and hard work are 
the methods of worship and prosperity (i.e. 
the more material possessions one can ac- 
quire) the sign of earning the good pleasure of 
the “divine”. The Protestant Ethic laid the 
foundations of this creed and the capitalist 
system supplanted money for the god-con- 
cept of Christianity (although the outward 
trappings and symbolism of Christianity are 
still maintained as a fascade to hide reality.) 


Possessions equated 
with divine pleasure 


Now the vast majority of young people 
in this society, when conditioned to equate 
money and material possessions with divine 
good pleasure — and finding themselves 
without access to either, develop an inferior- 
ity complex of sorts. This develops into a 
rejection of the “good Christian” role model, 
adopting some sort of rebellious life activities 
and/or searching for a substitute “god” to 


give them self-worth. In this rejectionist atti- _ 
- tude, the deprived receive subtle guidance 


through the influences of the media (TV and 
music/ video industries) so as to have their 
anger, hostility and quest channeled into 
“safe” (beneficial and non-threatening) life- 
styles vis-a-vis the status quo. The status quo 
requires that the deprived be kept ignorant 


and preoccupied with self-destructive activi- 


ties, as knowledge connotes awakening to 
oppression and exploitation and in the con- 
text ofthe socio-economic realities of the U.S., 
self-betterment and the rechanneling of one’s 
potentials and produce away from embel- 
lishing the palaces of the elite to provide for 
the basic needs of self, directly connotes revo- 
lutionary struggle. In light of this, immorality 
(sexual promiscuity ruptures the family life), 
drugs (intoxication ruins the mind, heart and 
soul of the individual), and violence/crime 
(violence overtakes the faculty of rational 
thinking vis-a-vis one resolving personal pro- 
blems and crime places you in the hands of the 
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state — in most cases for a lifetime) are all 
portrayed in a way that subtly induces the 
deprived to find self-expression and atwisted 
sense of self-worth within this trinitarian 


~-counter-culture of vice. 


Of course, this process does not take place 


through individuals consciously deciding to 


literally destroy themselves, their humanity 
and God-given potentials by emulating the 
destructive, counter-culture lifestlyes — but 
instead, I would say that it is something of a 
dialectical balancing out of values versus socio- 
economic realities, synthesized along balanc- 


_ing points which have been carefully thought 


out and set up by the “think tanks” of the 
Shaytan-i-Buzurg. Reflect on the Quran (34:31- 
33) which alludes to such scheming by the 


arrogant vis-a-vis the deprived. 


So what is the end result??? We are wit- 
nessing it today ona grand scale— millions of 
young people engaged in plunder and ban- 
ditry (as a way of living!) wholly devoid of 
human sentiments and with no respect what- 
soever for human life. It may seem difficult to 
grasp how this actually helps taghut (i.e. the 
corrupt system) but actually it does in a great 
many ways which I will, insha’ Allah, touch 
on as | proceed. 


Prison, in most cases, comes into one’s 
personal experiencein theabovecontext. Most 
of those coming in to prison are quite young 
(16 yrs to 25 yrs), first offenders with crimes 
ranging from car theft to burglary, from rob- 
bery to murder and just about everything in 
between; all with the common factor that just 
about everybody is receiving the maximum 
sentence for these crimes...which amounts to 
averages of 40 yrs to 90 yrs! Prison is a very 


_ controlled environment, with a myriad of 


rules designed to give the captors maximum 
control over theconfined. Atthesametimeall 
rules and laws designed to protect the basic 
f the prisoners are subject to expedi- 

‘administrators have never found 1 
expedient to follow any of the rules and laws 
which allow prisoners to liberate themselves 
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from the ‘24-24’ regime of oppression — be it. 


in any sense or regard! I will spare you the 
diatribe against the bad food, foul air, exploi- 
tation, poor medical treatment, night sticks, 
stun guns, wooden bullets, water hoses and 
attack dogs we are subjected to, beaten down 
and brutalized with daily inside these prisons 
all across the US. — which I’m assuming 
comes to mind when one ponders the view of 
prison life from the eyes of those enslaved. 
And, dear readers, I use the word enslaved to 
avoid subjecting you to what I believe is 
called “news-speak” (i.e. calling nuclear 
rockets armed with warheads of mass de- 
struction “peacekeepers”, etc. etc.)...the words 
“inmate”, “resident”, “offender” and their 
like belie the fact that per the U.S. Constitu- 
tion and per most almost State Constitutions, 
imprisonmentis equated to slavery; hence we 
are prisoners of the state, modern chattel! At 
any rate, we are subjected to a lot of nonsense 
and brutality, literal violence and the level of 
brutality increases as one’s level of awareness 
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The Prison Situation in the United States 


(hence resistance!!!) to one’s plight increases. 
Most deprived peoples, given their mental 
state and socio-economic conditions do not 


go to high school — let alone college! So the | 


mind (and inner person) never gets any type 
of food that would enable it to grow into 
awareness of the dimensions of the oppres- 
sive realities one is subjected to in this coun- 
try (or to rid one of the idols of Americanism 
which have so carefully been set up within 
one’s heart)...hence people come to prison 
totally blind, deaf and dumb! However, in 
these prisons one will quickly hear discussions 
of matters that force one to ponder life beyond 
simply the terms of drugs, sex/lust and mu- 
sical entertainment. 


Slave camps become 
centers of awareness 


In other words, we have (al-hamd Allah) | 
turned these slave camps into centers ofrevo- © 


lutionary activity and awareness. So while 
the deprived are cut off from knowledge (on 
the streets) — when they come into these 
camps they are being awakened and I think 
you might be surprised to know the extent of 
the awakening going on behind these prison 
walls! In fact, I have read some FBI docu- 
ments and also a report by the Zionist ADL 
bemoaning the awakening of the deprived 
behind the prison walls of the U.S. jails and 
prisons and calling for ways and means to 
stop the flow of revolutionary ideas from 
prison to society at large. Behind these fears, 
beginning in the mid-1980s the arrogant 
(taghuti) government instructed the prison 
administrators to construct special “control 
units” (designed along the lines of the units 
built in West Germany in the 60s and 70s to 
house the Baader-Meinhoff/Red Army Frac- 
tidn guerrillas) to contain and control those 


- aware ones who are trying to wake the de- 
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built its new M.C.C. (Supermax) unit where 
the brothers on hunger strike are now located. 


Throughout this country, behind these 
prison walls there is a deepening cycle of 
resistance and repression — more and more 
men and women are streaming into these 
camps, most with lifetimes of years to serve 
and once here, realizing their plight and do- 
ing what they can to better their conditions; 
and as the programs of taghut doesn’t afford 
for this, we are being met with lockdowns, 
transfers, beatings and repressive brutality 
(which become excuses and covers for even 
more restrictive and oppressive rules!). This 
is, | would say, the point where the prison 
situation assumes its socio-political role as 
merely onedimension in the larger scheme of 
the Great Satan. 


In touching these next matters, I must 
ask your pardon for any shortcomings as my 
understanding is limited —as is my ability to 
articulate what I think and feel. Likewise, I 
am writing with little stubs of pencils — so 
my apologies, in advance, for the errors. 
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One of the planks of the American my- 


thology is theinvincibility and “static” power 


of the U.S. However, like the remainder of 
this mythology — this plank is a lie and flies 
in the face of reality. Presently, U.S. imperial- 


ism is being challenged (and defeated!) ina | 


very real way by the countless strugglers the 
world over who have resolved to undertake 
revolutionary action to rectify their plight 
and use their resources and human potentials 
for their self-improvement (as opposed to 
enriching the IMF bankers and the multina- 
tional corporations). This global so-called 


“low-intensity conflict” is literally strangling” 


the U.S. empire of its lifeblood resources. Of 
course the Shaytan-i-Buzurg knows this is 


destroying its economic stability and itisalso — 
aware of the fact that its neo-colonial global 


structure (i.e. the Nixon-Kissinger Doctrine 


— Vietnamization of low-intensity conflicts - 


to avoid U.S. intervention in the long, drawn- 
out guerrilla wars) has failed terribly, albeit 
causing the slaughter, starvation, impover- 
ishment and terrorization of hundreds of 
millionsof peopleand can’t stop the mustazafin 


filarz (deprived of the earth) from longing for — 
and fighting for a better life. In fact, repres- 


sion carried out against the mustazafin fil arz- 
has — in almost every case — increased the 
masses determination to struggle and sacri- 
fice! This failure to stop the drainage of their 


lifeblood as well as the rise of new powers — ; 


such as Japan and Europe (not to mention the 


` rise of Islam as a socio-political force in the 


global scene) requires a change in the policy 
of U.S. imperialism, from rule by puppet 
tyrants shored up by neo-colonial armies to 
rule by U.S. administrators (under cover of 


the U.N.) or U.S. puppets, backed by the 


direct intervention of U.S. troops. We can 
witness this trend in the U.S. acts against 
Libya, Panama and Iraq... and also in the 
taghut Bush gleefully declares that the “Viet- 
nam syndrome” is over (ponder the implica- 
tions of such words!). The level of slaughter 


_ and violence which the “New World Order” © 


will require will make the last World War 
look like child’s play! To create and sustain 


_ the “attitude” and forces necessary for such 
an endeavor will require a complete res 
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U.S. Empire in trouble 
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Domestically the U.S. Empire is in trou- 
ble. The deprived Africans are terribly im- 


poverished. There are millions of deprived 
non-A fricans in a similar condition and due 
to the global economic situation, no means 
are on hand to buy off and pacify these peo- 
ple. So the Great Satan must put its foot down 
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and put it down hard, hopefully (to its de- _ 
signs) before any type of large-scale insur- - 


gency jumps off. To. forestall such a thing, 
drugs are being literally flooded into the 


ghettos and slums and via the process men- | 


tioned previously,the deprived peoples are 
being incited to self-abasement and vice...all 
the better to have young Africans using AK 
47s and Uzis on each other over nonsense 
than turning themon theoppressor to struggle 
for change?! While the Shaytan-i-Buzurg is 
buying time through these and other devilish 
means, it is moving full-speed to institution- 
alize various laws that create opportunities to 


put the means of repression, necessary for a 


Nazi-like police state in place and ready for 
use. Do you know that presently by law po- 
lice can board any means of public/pay 
transportation and walk down the isles de- 
manding [D and to look into your luggage or 
that they can beat (coerce —to putit nicely) a 
confession out of youand use it against youin 
court. They can enter your home— without a 
warrant — and find something “illegal” and 
take you to jail for it. They can set up road- 
blocks on any road or highway, stop you at 
them and demand an ID, etc. and a breath 
check. They can jail you and hold you without 
bail until you either go to prison or are found 
“not guilty” ...all merely on an “assertion” by 


the State’s attorney. And the list goes on and - 


on...all these police state laws were recently 
put into effect (by the rulings of the US. 
Supreme Court) in just the last few years. 


This is where the crime issue (and pris- 
ons) tie in. To restructure U.S. society per the 


continued on next page 
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the taghut need to have the loyalty of the 


people (particularly the middle-class whites!) 


and it also must assume the role of the protec- 


~ tor of the people. The old wrap-the-devil-in 
_ the-flag game — and the tough, patriotic 
_ rhetoric of the taghut, played up by the media 


etc, serves to shore up the loyalty to taghut 


(by way of identifying it with the myth of 
= “America the Great”) This is not a difficult 


thing to do — due to the blinding ignorance 


-of most U.S. citizens vis-a-vis the “American 
the Great” thing. But the second matter re- 


quires more scheming because the end ob- 
jective is to take away the people's rights and 
set the stage to use the whites to repress the 
Blacks and poor people. 


Genocide and rebellion 


For the U.S. government to say “give us 
all your rights, we need you to do mean and 
ungodly — genocidal — things to Blacks and 
to go where we say to go and kill who we say 
to kill, would cause some rather rebellious 


_ tendencies to develop among whites as well 
-asto give clear warning to the deprived (white . 


and Black) that “the monster is alive and well 


` — and planning a very nasty future for us!” 


Sothey mustusesomeother means! Crimehas 


become the means. While traffic accidents. 


(and U.S. wars) cause more deaths than 
“crimes”, and while white-collar crime costs 


__ ten times more than street crime — it is street 


crime which is publicized .to such a degree 
that the average U.S. citizen feels threatened 
by crime — directly under attack. Crime is 
definitely a reality, but the method of cover- 
age doesn’t focus: on the causes/ 
solutions...only the acts! In particular, it is 
significant that Africans are projected as 


_ criminals. Now once the people are in fear of 


something, they come to support the destruc- 


-tion of the object causing the fear. The taghut 


sets itselfupas the protector of the people vis- 
a-vis this threatening element and they giveit 
just about free hand to do what it wants. 


= Knowing this, the ophou is using the guise of 
p fighting crime (or the “war on drugs”) to get 

more and more p olice. into place with more. 
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We inside these prisons, are like the | 
communists of pre-World War 2 Germany. - 


The Nazis used the fear of communism to 


- mobilize people and get various institutions 
_ into place. The communists were identified 
_with Jews, but before the institutions (laws!) 

_ Of repression were in place — the Jews 
-~ couldn't be rounded up. But by using the 
communists, they were able to get the insti- 
_ tutions established — and the mentality of 
~ the Germans conditioned to such a degree 


that enabled them to “rationalize” the literal 


extermination of the communists. Once the 
_ ball got rolling, it was no problem to then get 
__ theJews (along with any Germans who were 
‘not with the program)...once the Jews had 


been used to unify the Nazis with the German 
people, all of the racial hatred and energy was 


_ turned to conquest and empire-building! Par- 


allel that to this country (historically!) and 
look carefully at what is actually going on 
(and why?!). I think you will find some 
shocking similarities! 


Realistically —don’t look for Nazi swas- 
tikas because it will not be exactly the same 
(they will fly crosses and/or U.S. flags!) — 
but the basic means of using a feared group 


(“criminals”!) to set the stage for a large scale 


round-up and the repression ofa group which 
is hated (Blacks) —to mobilizea warmonger- 
ing, racial tendency among whites, whichcan 


and more importantly to create an imperial 


| force to build the “New World Order,” willbe 
-very similar to what the Nazis did in Ger- 
- many. Ponder this! 


Insummary, let me say, we are presently 


_ being brutalized and oppressed to a height- 
_ ened degree in these jails and prisons. The 
_ Vast majority of the repression we are being 


I subjected to is being done under color of law 


and hence we are left with very few means of 
resolving our dilemma save for struggle by 


any and all means necessary. Our oppression 
_1sin direct relation to the domestic and inter- 
-- national realities of the dying U.S. imperial 
E: world order Ge our struggles are SES 
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be used to restructure the U.S. domestically 
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to those fighting this world order of oppres- 


_ sion). The issue of crime (criminals and pris- 


ons) is being manipulated to provide cover 


_ for the institutionalization of fascist, repres- 


sive practices of police vis-a-vis the populace, 
as well as to dehumanize and criminalize 
segments of U.S. society which havea high 
potential for insur- 
gency and upheaval 
— and hence are be- 
ing slated for geno- 
cidal suppression, 
round-up and con- 
trol. This last aspect 
is nothing “far- 
fetched” but, to the 
contrary, has been 
put forward by the 
Rockefeller Com- 
mission as far back | 
as the late 1960s — a 
refined under the ypu 
code name “King 

Alfred Plan” in the Yaa 
1970s (at which time FAAN TO Wee 
the U.S. police were : 
restructured to han- 
dlethis eventually by 
the Federal Emer- 


gency Management te 


Agency and were 
militarized 
trained by the US. 
Army under the 
“Cable-Splicer” pro- 
grams according to Ses 
these designs) and eee 
finally signed into 
Executive Order by 
Reagan in 1984 (“Rex 
84”). I think that it is 
in this overall con- 
text that the prison 
situation inside the 
US 
derstood. Yes — as- 
in all societies there 
“is crime in the U.S. 
and this crime isa- 

_ stark reality! How- 
ever, t is- 
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just the individual violating the law (and . 


norms of human conduct) and as the per- 
sonal/individual aspects are projected daily, - 
I have chosen to try to highlight the dimen- 
sions which are generally not known, pro- 
jected in the mediaor thoughtabout (but—in 
my view —are of much greater significance). 
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~ xeroxed which set out various laws recently - 
passed and (insha’ Allah) point out how they 
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The “Criminal” Justice System 


or 


Who says crime doesn’t pay? 


No onein their right mind would dare 
to argue intelligently that the criminal jus- 
tice system works. It doesn’t and that’s a 
well known fact. Harsh laws are enacted 
and mandatory prison sentences imposed 
as deterrents tocrime. They don’t. Survival 
is an intrinsic part of human nature, and 
economically underprivileged people, who 
make up the vast majority of prison 
populations, will invariably resort tocrime 
for survival. It is simply, for most, a matter 
of economics. 


Contrary to what the name implies, 
“Correctional” institutions are not de- 
signed to “correct” anything. The sole 
purpose of imprisonment is to punish, and 
that it does indiscriminately. Over half of 
the prisoners in New York State are non- 


- violent offenders, whose only crime was 
trying to make a living in a society where 


affluenceis reserved only for the privileged 
few. Whereare the options for economically 
depressed minorities when good paying 
jobs are virtually non-existent? Most of 
these people turn to crime because for 
them there are no viable options. 


Ultimately, they wind up in prison 
where the hate and resentment towards a 
system indifferent to their needs builds 
and is reinforced. Eventually, they are re- 
turned to freedom and expected to function 
as “contributing members of society” when 
in actuality, there is no place for them in 
society, other than in the ghettos and on 
the welfare rolls. The economic problems 


still exist, only now the offender is further 
burdened with the stigma of being a con- 
victed felon. Moreover, the rigid parole 
restrictions imposed on newly released 
prisoners ensure a high rate of recidivism; 
miss an appointment, move without noti- 
fication, having a beer, being seen with the - 
wrong people, etc. All these and more will 
ultimately lead to re-imprisonment, even 
though the parolee has committed no ad- 
ditional crime! 1 
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[hopethat this will give the reader some- 
thing to think about. If any of you desire more 
in-depth information or examples on the par- 
ticulars of our repression, I can get case laws 


affect us and are used against us. You may not 
realize it but whatever is 
passed as a law, even 
though it is against us (in 
prison) also applies to you 
and everyone else in the 
U.S.! Most people don’t 
know/understand this — 


to more repressive laws 
being put on the books to 
constrain and contain those 
of us behind prison walls. 
The type of torture and 
state repression of SAVAK 
(or similar to that in Chile, 
etc.) is only a few years 
around the:corner...then it 

_will be lucid to all (i.e. the 
implications of theselaws), 
but may be too late to do 
much about it?! 
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This article may seem 
a bit pessimistic — but that 
is only because I’ve been 
trying to focus on the 
schemings of the taghut 
N and not on what can, must 
ah = and will (insha’ Allah) be 
done by thedeprived upon 
theearthto realize and find 
themselves and their des- 
tiny in Islam and truly Al- 
lah protects the good. And 
this will have to wait for 
some other time (insha’ 
ete 
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are somehow ar, despite statistics that 


_prove otherwise. There can only be one 
| .answerasto who the beneficiaries are: the 
_ Departmental officials, the judges, district 


attorneys, lawyers, bailiffs, prison com- 
missioners, wardens, guards, parole per- 
sonnel, etc. Ask any one of these people if 
crime doesn’t pay. 


Half the people in prisons across the 
state of New York don’t need to be there, 
and the money needlessly spent ware- 
housing them in overcrowded prisons 


_could be better spent on adequate hous- 


ing for the poor. Obviously the state of 
N.Y. has madeit clear that theonly expen- 
ditures it is willing to make in housing for 
the poor is through the Department of 
Corrections.The sad truth is that these facts 





Clearly then, the criminal Justice Sys- 
tem and its affiliates can be seen for what it 
really is: a self-perpetuating political ma- 
chine designed under the auspices of fight- - 
ing crime while ensuring its existence. 


Who benefits from the multi-billion 
dollar expenditures? Certainly not the 
criminals themselves, nor the taxpayers or _ 
society in general (although therearethose 
naive enough to believe that their streets 
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are well known by everyone involved in 
the criminal justice system, from the gover- 
nor on down, and the real crimeis that they 
are able, but unwilling to correct it. co 
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prisoners struggle 
for religious freedom 


SLT ve fought this fight alone about as far as I can go. I can’t 
go no further without some kind of help. The laws of 
America just don’t work, and they never will until the 

people make them work. The only way I know of for that to hap- 
pen is through publicity. Let all the world know that they have 
political prisoners in Oklahoma prisons... 


We have to keep the attitude that 
we're fighting for the rights, of our chil- 
-dren or we're going to lose the fight. 
Indians have a right to be safe in 
Oklahoma (and elsewhere) in their rights 
like other peoples. But it'll never happen 
until we all learn to stand up and be 


counted. We can’t complain about other. 


people’s fears until we learn to face our 
own. I was born an Indian and I intend to 
die one. Hopefully, that will be a long time 
from now. But I have no intentions of sur- 
rendering my rights as an Indian — sur- 
rendering my rights to no tyrannical clique 
of corrupt politicians and guards. I have 
no intentions of becoming like them. And I 
sure don’t want to cut my hair so that I'll 
look like them, Adolph Hitler, or any other 
of their kind. Hopefully, more will learn to 
stand as human beings. Bowing our heads 
to a king won't get us any place or nothing 
except to set an example for our children 
to follow as slaves. My children are des- 
tined to be free!” 


_ Martin Hedgpath (Cherokee) 


Political Prisoner in Oklahoma 


-— — twice while incar 

-deny the strength of Iron Eyes’ argu- 
ment here. If identification concerns 

_are so important for security, it is” 
incredulous that the prison officials, 


= “December 199 Pte: 


| et’s take a look at some of the states 
that are named after Indian people, 
starting with Missouri. At the 
Farmington Correctional Center in 





Missouri, on two separate occasions, a 


gang of prison guards giggled insanely as 
they held a Lakota brother, Bob Iron Eyes, 
to the ground and cut off his hair. The only 
reason they did it is because they wanted 
to humiliate the brother, and to show him 
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that no “wild Indians” will practice their 
heathen ways in their prison. When Bob 
later sued the officials for forcibly cutting 
his hair in violation of his sincerely held 
religious beliefs, they had to make up 
some good excuses for their brutality, so 


_ they told the court that they cut Bob’s hair 
off for security reasons. They told the - 


judge that they did it because long hair 
enables prisoners to conceal contraband, 
and that long hair makes it difficult to 
maintain the identities of prisoners. It 
sounded good enough to the federal dis- 
trict judge, so he dismissed the lawsuit. 
When Bob appealed the decision to the 
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals, Iron Eyes 
v Henry, 907 F.2d 810 (8th Cir. 1990), the 


court noted that Iron Eyes had argued that 
contraband had never been found in any 


prisoner’s long hair, and the prison offi- 
cials did not refute this or produce any 
evidence to the contrary. Moreover, the 
court stated: 


Iron Eyes argues that...he was never 


photographed with short hair, despite js 
__ the fact that his hair was forcibly cut 


` wE 









Se 


= ee ~~ 
Tt Cd. Cer Ateca =. 













after forcibly cutting Iron Eyes’ hair, 
failed to photograph him. 


What is even more incredulous is the 
fact that the court ruled in favor of the 
prison officials anyway. And now another 
brother, Steven (Greywolf) Kemp, has 
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recently lost a similar suit in the same 
prison. This time the Eighth Circuit Court 
affirmed the district court’s decision to 
dismiss two issues: the issue of long hair, 
and the issue of the sweat lodge. The 
sweat lodge was given absolutely no con- 
sideration by either of the courts, but the 
hair issue was briefly discussed. Simply 
put, the court held that the decision in Iron 
Eyes’ case required them to make the same 
decision this time. In his concurring opin- 
ion, Senior Circuit Judge Heaney wrote: 


I concur only because our opinion in 
Iron Eyes leaves me no other alterna- 
tive... This case is even stronger that 
Iron Eyes. Here, Stephen Kemp, a 
member of the Chickasaw Indian 
Nation, was permitted to wear his 
hair long at the [maximum security] 
Missouri State penitentiary [for over 
four years]. It was only after he was 
transferred to the Farmington 
Correctional Center that the director 
of that facility told Kemp he had to 
have his hair cut. No rational reason 
has been advanced as to why it was 
permissible to wear long hair in the 
Missouri State Penitentiary but not at 
the Farmington Correctional Center, 
even though the former is a more 
secure prison than the latter. 


This case smacks of harassment and 
religious persecution to me... The sooner 
our court en banc considers this question 
and resolves to do away with the penolog- 


ical myth [about security] that the director 
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~ What is really incredulous is that the 
court has refused to re-hear the case en 


banc, and that Judge Heaney actually con- 


curred with such an opinion as that! It is 
our hope that the U.S. Supreme Court will 
grant certiorari and resolve the issues once 
and for all. The Native American 
Prisoners’ Rehabilitation Research Project 
(NAPRRP) has prepared a petition for writ 
of certiorari on behalf of Greywolf. It is a 
complex and lengthy brief, but the high- 
lights are as follows: 


We have carefully reviewed every 
published case (and numerous unpub- 
lished cases) in the United States where 
the courts have upheld prison officials’ 
forcible cutting of prisoners’ hair in viola- 
tion of sincerely held religious beliefs. All 
the cases have one thing in common: to 
this day, not one prison official in the 
country has ever produced any evidence 
that the wearing of long hair has ever 
caused problems with the maintenance of 
security, safety, health or identification of 
prisoners. In every case that the prisoners 
have lost on the hair issue, the courts have 
ignored all the evidence except for the 


“expert” opinions of the prison official- 


defendants to the effect that they “feel” 
that long hair might cause problems. 


We have conducted a survey which 


reveals that over 70% of the prison sys- - 


tems in the U.S. allow male prisoners to 
wear long hair for religious purposes or as 
a matter of personal preference, and that 
the experience of these prison officials is 
similar to the experience of Secretary of 
Corrections for the State of New Mexico 
who in 1986 stated that, “sweat lodges and 
long hair have been in our system for ten 
years and they haven't been a problem.” 


We have conducted a survey which 
reveals that the sweat lodge is the central 
component of the religious programming 
for Indian prisoners in prisons (including 
many maximum security and death row 
prisoners) in the Federal Bureau of Prisons 
and at least twenty state prison systems. In 
1986, when asked if the sweat lodge poses 
a security problem at the maximum securi- 
ty New Mexico Penitentiary, George E. 










Sullivan, 
then warden 

(and a 30-year 
veteran of -the 
Oregon prison sys- 
tem), replied: 


“I can't believe you’re 
asking me this question. Fifteen 
years ago [20 years now] we allowed our 
first sweat and it was the most valuable, 
least offensive problem for administrators 
of anything we do... There is no problem 
and everything to be gained... I can guar- 
antee you that [any prison officials who 
are opposed to the sweat lodge on the © 
grounds of “security”] have conjured 
ghosts in closets. There’s no merit, no sub- 


stance to [their security claims]. All they 
__ have to do is contact their fellow profes- 4 
“sionals across the country to learn that.” 


Indeed, many of their fellow profes- 
sionals across the country have made 
statements similar to that of Mr. Sullivan. 
Many prison wardens have discovered 
that allowing Indian prisoners to practice 
their religious beliefs has lowered rates of 
disciplinary action, reduced recidivism 
rates, improved prisoner attitude, and 
advanced the rehabilitation process. 


Nevertheless, most courts uphold 
prison officials” prohibition on Indian reli- 
gious practices as a matter of course, and 
this is why we hope the U.S. Supreme 
Court will grant certiorari and consider the 
issues once and for all. We believe we can 
prevail if given the chance to present the 
case, for the Supreme Court has ruled on 
several occasions that “the policies fol- 
lowed at other well-run institutions would 
be relevant to a determination of the need 
for a particular type of restriction.” 
Procunier v Martinez, 416 U.S. 396, 414, n. 
14 (1974). And the Court stated in Bell v 
Wolfish, 99 S. Ct. 1879 (1979): “We further 
observe that, on occasion, prison adminis- 
trators may be “experts” only by Act of 
Congress or of a state legislature.” And 
this fact is blatantly obvious in every pub- 
lished decision relating to Indian religious ~ 
practices in the prisons. But let’s look at a 
couple of other states named after Indian 
people. 

Oklahoma. In a class action suit 
brought by Ben Carnes, a Choctaw at the 
Oklahoma State Penitentiary in the mid- 
1980s, it was determined that there should 
be an exemption to the short-hair policy 
for prisoners whose sincerely held reli- 
gious beliefs include the wearing of long 
hair. The penitentiary warden, Gary 
Maynard, came up with the exemption 
clause in order to avoid an adverse deci- 
sion in the case because he admitted in tes- 
timony that the wearing of long hair pre- 
sents no real problem for security or iden- 
tification of prisoners. Well, over the years, 
the Oklahoma prison officials have been 
refusing to grant exemptions to Indian. 
prisoners, and a few months ago the Tenth 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that the 
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disclose that information at this time. 
Maybe one of those “leaders” is Hugh 
Gibbs, the fraudulent Indian chief of a 
nonexistent Indian tribe who has testified 
as an “expert” on Lakota and Cherokee 
religion on behalf of the Ohio Department 
of Corrections in order to suppress Indian 
religious freedom in Ohio’s prisons. Hugh 
Gibbs makes a fine “expert” for the gov- 
ernment. He's the “Principal Chief of the 
Etowah Cherokee nation,” according to his 
expert testimony. It must be true, because 
he also serves as the “authentic Indian 
advisor” for the Ohio Historical Society. 
Whenever they dig up Indian graves, they 
just call on ol’ Hugh the Chief, and he’ll 
endorse it because we Indians are thankful 
to the grave diggers who help us learn our 


and yet American Indian traditional reli- 
gion is against the law at the Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary. Indians are welcomed 
with open arms as long as they are 
Christians. They are provided with Bibles, 
free Bible courses, religious books, crosses, 
crucifixes and medals of Christian saints, 
preachers and church services. But if an 
Indian worships in the way of his grand- 
fathers his religious beliefs are trampled 
upon and disrespected and every aspect of 
his religion is banned. And now even the 
hair on his head which connects him to the 
Creator is shorn from his head by brute 
force.” 


history and where we came from. Thanks 
to Hugh Gibbs, Indian prisoners in Ohio, 
Michigan, Kentucky, and Tennessee can 
have their hair forcibly cut because, 
according to Chief Gibbs’ expert testimo- 
ny, long hair has not been held sacred to 
Indian people since the 1820s; or at least it 
hasn’t been a “bona fide” religious prac- 
tice of the Cherokees since then. And Chief 
Gibbs ought to know, because he’s a medi- 
cine man, and if you pay him the right 
amount of money, he'll make you one too. 
He’ll also let you enroll in his Etowah 
Cherokee Nation. 


Another state named for Indians: 
Alabama. Indian religion is treated the 
same in Alabama as it is in Oklahoma. I 
have a statement here, signed by fourteen 
prisoners who assert that 
they. personally saw the 
prison chaplain at the Saint 
Claire Correctional Facility 


The prison chaplain, Jack Hawkins, 
has refused to accept correspondence from 
Indian organizations including the 
NAPRRP who have written- 
with hopes of working the 
matters out. He has refused 
to allow any traditional 








prison offi- 
cials” approach 
to determining to 
deny religious exemp- 

tion is unconstitution- 

al. The reaction of Gary 
(Scissorhands) Maynard, 
who has since been promoted 
from OSP Warden to Director of the 
Oklahoma Department of Corrections, was 
to completely abolish the exemption 
clause — citing as justification for the 
action the decision of the Eight Circuit in 
the case of Bob Iron Eyes v. Henry (you 
know, the “incredulous” one)! Maynard 
has now issued a state-wide policy that 
prohibits anyone from wearing long hair 
(except for female prisoners, of course, but 
it wouldn’t be convenient for any prison 


Official or judse to. consider tne securit 


"issues with respect to the wearing of long Wit 


_ hair by females, because the white man 
agrees that it is fashionable for females to 
wear long hair: makes ‘em look prettier; 
therefore, security and identification issues 
can be ignored for the women.) The new 
policy states that all prisoners who have 
previously been granted religious exemp- 
tions must have their heads shaved. 
Meanwhile, as Standing Deer Wilson, (the 
bro hired by the feds to assassinate 
Leonard Peltier) an Oneida-Choctaw 
brother in the Oklahoma State 
Penitentiary, writes: 


“There are more Indians in Oklahoma 
than in any other state except California, 


_ Christian spiritualist for ser- 


RN TET 


Indian spiritual advisors to 
enter the walls for religious 
services, telling them in cor- 
respondence basically to just 
go away and leave him 
alone, that security consider- 
ations render it impossible to 
let Indians practice anything 
but Christianity. And while 
he’s writing this kind of let- 
ter to traditional spiritual 
advisors who want to tend to 
the spiritual needs of the 
Indian prisoners, he writes 
this to Standing Deer: 


“Tl have been working. 
with two Native American 
organizations in an effort to 
get a Native American non- 


vice at Oklahoma State | 
Penitentiary. | have not been 
able to accomplish that to 
date. I am continuing those- 
efforts. ; 


“My information in dis- 
cussing traditional religion 
Civilized Tribes in Oklahoma 
is that traditionally their reli- 
gion is Christian. This has 
been presented by each 
leader I have discussed the 
issue with. Further, they 
have not been able to pro- 
vide any information con- 
cerning the type of religious 
leader you desire.” 


It would be interesting 
to find out who these tribal 
“leaders” are that the good 
chaplain speaks of, but it 
doesn’t look like he wants to 


Strength from ancestry, current activism 
covered in First Nations publications 


Oh-Toh-Kin means “strength from 
Our ancestry” in Kwa’kwala. It is also the 
name of a new publication that draws its 
‘Strength not only from ancestry but from 
the last twenty years. The first issue is an 
impressively packed twenty pages cover- 
ing the Lubicon Cree-initiated boycott of 
Daishowa, updates and discussion of the 
Mohawk trials from the Oka standoff, 
analysis of the water diversion schemes 
and Peigan resistance, and interviews and 
historical articles aimed at putting into 
context the “500 years of Indigenous resis- 
tance” campaign. As the opening article 
states, “...colonization and genocide 
didn’t end 500, or 200, or 20 years ago; it 
continues at this very moment through- 
out the Americas, as does Indigenous 
resistance. Organizing ... against the ‘cele- 
brations’ of the invasion of the Americas 
cannot be a substitute for the struggles 
that continue today.” 


The struggles taking place in Canada 
are perhaps getting a little more press 
these days, since the New York-Quebec 


Hydro deal fell through, thanks to James 
Bay Cree activism. But only through more 
thorough analysis such as offered in this 


publication do we start to get the big pic- - 


ture: evidently the Kanesatake Pines that 
the Mohawk defended are part of the 
James Bay II scheme. Less wonder then 
that the governments went to more trouble 
than one would expect over a golf course. 


The next issue of Oh-Toh-Kin will . 


focus on Native Prisoners (see sidebar). 
Write: 


Oh-Toh-Kin Publications, 
POB 2881 
Vancouver, BC, V6B 3X4. 


Sample copy $2, subscriptions $10/4 
issues individual, $20 organizations and 
libraries. Free to prisoners on request. 


Another publication, Beedaud- 
jimowin, is in its second year and grow- 
ing strong. Native-run and produced in 
Toronto, it now distributes 10,000 copies 
across the country. Of particular current 
interest is the Spring 1992 coverage of the 
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Native Women’s Association challenge to 
both the Canadian government and the 
male Indian leadership to include them 
in the constitutional talks now taking 
place. The NWAC states that “there is a 
clash between collective rights of sover- 
eign Aboriginal governments and indi- 
vidual rights of women” and cite family 
violence, incest, and rape as issues the 





“ACALLTON 
PRISONERS 


As part of the 500 Years of Indigenous | 
Resistance Campaign, and the need to 
build solidarity with Native prisoners and 
POWSs, the next issue of Oh-Toh-Kin wil: 
focus on Native men and women in the 
prisons. This special issue will be directed | 
towards Prison Justice Day, August 10. 
Please send submission of articles, art, 


poetry etc. by June 30, 1992. 


OH-TOH-KIN 
PO Box 2881. 
Vancouver BC, 
V6B 3X4 


order a Cherokee prisoner 
to sign a paper agreeing to 
change his religious prefer- 
ence because Indian reli- 
gion is not recognized 
there. According to the 14 
prisoners who signed the 
statement, because the 
Cherokee prisoner refused 
to sign the paper, eight 
prison guards, including a 
lieutenant and ` two 
sergeants “in full riot gear 
entered [the brother’s] cell 
and beat him for about ten 
minutes,” and then put 
handcuffs and leg irons on 
him and “dragged him out 
of the block.” While he was 
out of the block, the 14 wit- 
nesses saw four guards 
enter the brother’s cell and 
destroy all his property. 
“The officers stripped [the 
brother’s] cell, took bed and 
all, and placed [him] back 
[in] his cell.” Yup. The 


-eesebuison. officials in. Alabama 


appear to be pretty serious 
about Indian religion. 


Little Rock Reed 


-Reprinted from the Iron House 


Drum, First Quarter 1992, a 
quarterly newsletter by and 
for Native prisoners and their 


loved ones across North 
America. Published by the 


. Native American Prisoners’ 


Rehabilitation Research 
Project (NAPRRP), 
2848 Paddock Lane, 
Villa Hills, KY 41017.co 


ATIV 


male leadership has yet to deal with. 
Beedaudjimowin has been an effective — 
supporter of the Leonard Peltier 
Canadian Defense Committee, the strug- 
gles of the Lubicon Cree and Innu peo- 
ple, among others. Write: 

Beedaudjimowin | 

512 Lansdowne Ave., Suite 12, 

Toronto, Ontario M6H 3Y3 œ 


and | 
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Divide and Conquerin Prison 


In racist South Africa the government is 
constantly coming up with ploys designed to 
“divide and conquer” the oppressed masses 
in that country. Their favorite tactic is to take 
a certain group from within the masses and 
give them a “new status” that is different (in 
theory) from the masses. This new status 
usually entails various privileges that are not 
afforded the masses. As has been proven, the 
group with the new status and privileges will 
eventually begin to think that they are differ- 
ent and betterthan the masses from which they 
originally came, and because they believe they 
have more to risk losing (materially) than the 
masses, will be reluctant to participate in 


_ demonstrations, protests and other activities 


aimed at defeating apartheid and setting upa 
truly free and democratic government. 


This ploy is extremely effective in South 
Africa and it works well in prison too. Prison 
officials usethe same tactic when they want to 
divide and conquer prisoners. One. yery-ef- 
fective way prison officials have been able to 
do this is through the creation of what is 
commonly referred to as “honor blocks”. In 
prison the honor block is preserved for so- 
called “good inmates”. To get in the honor 
block one must normally be in the prison for 
several months with no serious disciplinary 
problems. Honor block gives the prisoner a 
“new status” and privileges (for example, 








extra movies, phone calls, showers, t.v., rec- 
reation, unlimited access to hot plates, irons, 
etc.) that are not afforded prisoners in the 
general population. Most (not all) prisoners 
in honor block will eventually begin to think 


that they are different from other prisoners, ` 


and because they too believe they have more 
to risk losing (materially) they Will be reluc- 


tantto participatei inany activity that isaimed © 


at exposing the brutal and oppressive nature 


of prisons. Like the privileged few in South 


Africa, prisoners in honor block lose their 
identity with the masses (prisoners in the 
general population). Honor block has re- 
formed some of the most radical prisoners. 
Once outspoken and progressive on prison 
issues, they become extremely tolerant and 
docile. Some prisoners in honor block profess 
to be politically conscious and yet participate 
in behavior modification programs like honor 


block that are only designed to divide and © 


control us and deceive the public as to what 
lifë is really like in prison. 


Prisoners have to start saying no to these 
types of programs that are designed not only 


to “divide and conquer” us, but also to divert 


our attention from the real issues in prison 
that we need to be addressing as part of our 
struggle to expose the oppressive and dehu- 
manizing nature of prisons. When we partici- 
patein “honor block” programs what we are 
saying, in effect, is that we deserve to be 
treated better than other prisoners. And 
this is precisely what prison officials want 
us to think. 


it does not matter that onemany not 
bea snitch or hold on to his or her princi- 
ples while in honor block. That is beside 
the point. The point is that through our 
participation in these type of “divideand 
conquer’ programs, weare helping prison 
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slow down the liberation movement 


prisoners in honor block, who are be- 
ing used by prison officials to divide and 
control prisoners and confuse the public, 
to wake up too? co 


Kenya Nkrumah ( Charles Montgomery) 
Box500  #75-B-1534 
Elmira, NY 14902 


Update on New Jersey — 
Guards didn't like Hatari’s article 


Let the prison door(s) open; and the real 
dragons will fly out...” (Ho Chi Minh) 


As PNS readers know, I submitted an 
articlein theJan/Feb* edition of the Bulldozer 
entitled “New Jersey’s Marion”. As expected, 
the piece wasn’t too “popular” amongst those 
who were the targets of it, and so, harassment 
by certain officers here has escalated, and 
become more personal; particularly by offic- 
ers Gardella and Luttrell. 


Recently, while taking the yard list on D- 
Block, officer Gardella deliberately marked 
the brothers down as “refusals” — though 
We only get yard once a week, and it’s com- 
mon knowledge that these particular broth- 
ers don’t (“never”) refuse yard. In addition, 
these brothers asked this same pig for pillows, 
in which he replied: “You're all soldiers, sol- 
diers don’t need pillows.” 


This other pig, Luttrell, who’s part of the 
racist “death squad” who brutally beat Ahmed 
Fisher on June/20/91, stated that he “used to 
put people like Us in the ground back in ‘84 
while in the army, and that he was in a real 
army —not no bullshit BLA...” This pig went 
on to say that the reason why so many black 


\ 


\ 


people are in prison is because We're always 


using racism and what occurred 400 years 
ago as excuses not to work... He also claimed 
that due to my article, they were barred from 
wearing their pant legs bloused over their 
boots; combat style — which, in itself, really 
doesn’t matter, because some, obviously, still 
possess combat mentalities. Pigs like these is 
what prompted:me to compose such an arti- 
cle in the first place, and I can assure you that 
violations here didn’t commenceasa result of 
my article — my article commenced as a 
result of violations. 


Pig(s) like Gardella and Luttrell are de-. 


termined to make lifeas miserable as they can 
for brothers here at ACSU, though We all 
know that the rage and hostilities that they 
harbor are in no way restricted to Afrikan 
(black) people who happen to be in captivity 
— their feelings extend to Afrikans wherever 
they are, for these dogs are hostile towards 
our very existence! 


The repressive security measures and 


procedures here, which | described in my 


Jan/Feb article is what gives these type of 
cowardsa false sense of comfort, in what they 


officials to foster disunity amongst pris- | 


_oners and cover-up the racism, brutality — af. ment the above ten have been kicked, 


and eee nieis a that o are See to | | sto pee hosed, cot 








“The ea wi in sonh- Af es 
rica are rapidly waking up to how the spe 
government has been using them to | Si 


in South Africa. Isn’t it time for | | 


Remember MOVE’s 


Contribution 


As we traverse into the new year, let 


us not forget that ten MOVE-warriors still 
languish deep inside the death-camps of 
the Pennsylvania penal system. MOVE, a 
Philadelphia-based revolutionary organi- 
zation, finds its origin in the teachings of 
the honorable John Africa, a self-taught 
brother who — among other things — 
crystallized concepts of natural law, hu- 
manism and equality. 


Since the early 70s, MOVE has 
waged war against state oppression, 
racism, child and elder abuse, politi- 
cal corruption, drug proliferation and 
has been highly vocal against animal 
and environmental devastation. 


Based on their activism, MOVE be- 


came a high-priority target of govern- - 


ment repression, which, under the pretext 
of eviction, culminated in a 1978 siege by 
federal and local police that resulted in 
the total destruction of theirheadquarters 
and the death of a Philadelphia cop. 
Moreover, despite state forensic and bal- 
listic reports, demonstrating that the bullet 
which caused the cop’s death could not 
have been fired by MOVE — thus indict- 
ing fellow cops — Consuewella, Janet, 
Merle, Debbie, Janine, Delbert, Chuck, 
Phil, Eddie and Michael Africa were all 
charged, tried and convicted of the cop’s 
death and sentenced to 100 years apiece: 
justice in amerikkka! 


Further, although MOVE experienced 


several violent encounters with policeprior . 


to the ‘78 siege — one incident resulting in 
the beating death and miscarriage of an 
unborn — since their present imprison- 









A ed, 


dogs, held incommunicado, received 


=f _ broken. arms, ribs and fractured skulls, | 


deprived of proper medical treatment, and 

forced to violate their sincerely held reli- 
gious beliefs of not cutting their hair or 
giving blood, all at the hands of various 
prison officials throughout Pennsylvania. 
Clearly, MOVE’s existence has been a con- 
tinuum of unadulterated struggle! 


On July/4/73, sister Assata Shakur 


issuedacommuniquein which sheadvised 


that: 


apparently perceive to be an “untouchable” 
situation, and these types of cowards will 
continue to intensify their abuse, and feel 


= PRISON. 
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AMANI SHAKUAR- ae as 
RAHWAY STATE PRESON, a 









It is our duty to fight for our freedom. 
It is our duty to win. 

We must love and support each other. 
We have nothing to lose but our chains! 


Undeniably, MOVE typifies Assata’s 
quote and has continued the struggle of 
our forebears. In their time of need, let’ S 
not forget MOVE. 


For further info, or to give urgently 
needed donations for support, please 
contact: 


MOVE Defense 

c/o Janette Africa 

1630 S. 56th St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 


Thanks, 


William L. Marshall 





Ramona Africa to 
speak in Toronto 


Ramona Africa, the sole adult survi- 


vorofthe 1985 bombing of a MOVE house 


in Philadelphia, will be released on May 
13th after having served her full term for 
the crime of escaping the massacre of 
MOVE, which burnt alive six adults and 
five children. Ramona, who never quit 
struggling for justice inside, will begin. 
speaking out in support of her sisters and 


_brothers who remain locked up, assoonas 


sheis released. Ecomedia, and a number of 
local groups including Bulldozer are 
working ona tour which willincludestops 









| at Montreal „Ottawa, ce and aii _ 


See E 
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If you’re in one of these cities, come out to = 
learn more about and to support the cou- ~ 
rageous brothers and sisters of MOVE. It 






willbea privilegeand an inspiration to hear 


her speak. Details will be announcedinthe | 
alternative media, or contact Bulldozer for 
more information. Anyone in other cities 
who would be interested in arranging for 
Ramona Africa to speak contact: 


Ramona Africa 
1630 S. 56th St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 


comfortable in-doing so, until it’s demon- 
strated to them, in a language they under- 
stand and relate to, that their so-called au- 
thority is limited to 
the front door of this 
S20 ee o Jonte 
. Let the Dragons Fly!! 
Hatari wa'Haki 
#SH78901 
Lock Bag-R/ACSU 
_ Rahway, N.J. 07065 


*The Jan/Feb 

. edition of the Bull- 
= dozer was inter- 
_, cepted and, thus 
:= banned by officials 
at ACSU as well as 
Trenton, because of 
Hatari’s article. At 
ACSU the article 
was xeroxed and 
circulated amongst 
the pigs. Though the 
fascist jersey officials 
can arbitrarily select 
Which Bulldozer 
they want to let-in; 
what's more impor- 
tantis that they have 

no control over the 
publicatlargewho’s 
being reached. __ 
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Sentencing Statement of 
Richard Williams 


On Feb/6/92 Richard Williams was sentenced 
to 30 years to life in his second trial for the murder 
of New Jersey State (storm) trooper Lamonaco. 


At this point it is customary for defend- 


ants to pléad for mercy and to say they are 


sorry or to argue extenuating circumstances. 
I won't make a plea for mercy. 


I expect none nor will I get any. Because 


_ lam not repentant. Because I am not guilty. 


Clearly this was a political trialand lama 
political prisoner. Judge, you did your best to 


_ deny this and attempt to criminalize me and 


keep the politics out. So did the prosecution. 
This court was turned into an armed camp 
and this town was Virtually taken over by the 
state police through the months of both trials. 
There were four fully armed police in the 


well. There were numerous plainclothes po- 
lice in the audience and there were scores of 


uniformed officers in the halls of this building 


_ and out in the street. There were even snipers 


on the roof, in full battle dress and in full view. 


All this show of force had only one pur- 
pose and it had nothing to do with security. It 


‘was meant to prejudice the jury, the press, the 


public and scare the witnesses. This was a 


trial by force and fear, and had nothing to do 


with justice. My single person could not jus- 
tify all these police. I went through 4 trials as 


_a political prisoner in various courts — two 


being here. And never had | made any overt 
act or was violent nor was a problem in the 


court. Yet every time I scratched numerous 


police in court reacted. It was meant to scare 
the jury. Your refusal to recognize this is a 
clear indication of your willingness to com- 
ply with my frame-up. You claim to be an 
arbiter and nota participant but your actions 
or inactions and decisions belie that. You 
drastically limited my voir dire and you gave 


a flimsy reason, that there hadn't been any 
3 recent publicity, and that the town e 
__ about the last trial. | 


with a straight face. You chose to ignore the 
fact that the court and the city was an armed 
camp through bothtrials. There’s no way that 
this area could forget that and this is the area 


te 


the jury is drawn from. The prospective 
jurors had to wade through all those cops 
just to get in. You ignored booklets pub- 
lished and TV interviews over these last 5 
years propounding the state’s view. At the 
time every Republican voter in the state got 
a flyer declaring Tom (Manning) and I guilty. 
If you had wanted a fair trial you would 
have granted me an extensive voir dire and 


not cut it back. I believe you took Judge 


Young’s remark to heart. At the end of the 
seditious Conspiracy trial in Springfield, 
Massachusetts in 1989, after we had wonthe 
case, he said if he had to doit over he would 
have cut out the voir dire. Meaning that he 
did not like the verdict. My hung jury last 
time was not to your liking, so you ensured 


- that we couldn't weed out prejudiced jurors. 


They had to be biased and it showed in the 
verdict. 



























A E a 
ge it 
eats oe i 
ANE rhs 
Tni nia 
A*a: Jo” ee 
. > >, 
* besiege 
a’ . - 


Ie got to give you credit — you said ie a 


baby Ae a = As af aes 
See, ‘a n 
AS 

.* z Y 


You only granted most of our requests on 
procedure because they were more than rea- 
sonable and denying them might have meant a 
reversal later. The first trial you denied us 
money for experts when we clearly needed it. 
You were forced to give us money this time 
because of an appellate decision. But then you 
severely limited the funds. The state’s case was 
all circumstantial and wholly relied on expert 
testimony. They spent hundreds of thousands 
of dollars on experts alone, so our pittance was 


only a drop in the bucket. 


You allowed all my witnesses and support- 
ers to be harassed and wouldn’t stop it whentold 
about it. You said that you didn’t see it and 
couldn’t act. You didn’t see the shooting but you 
sure made plenty of decisions around it. The 
civilian witnesses to the shoot-out obviously 
decided in their minds that I must have doneit, 
and I feel the show of force pushed them in that 
direction. They blatantly tailored their testi- 
mony: their first reports said they saw 2 or 3 
people in the car. At the first trial they said they 
saw 2 or3 people. This time around they all got 
selective memories. They now claim they saw 
only 2 people and when reminded of their past 
testimony they all didn’t remem- 
ber. They all conformed to the 
state's assertions. 


The verdict was crazy. It was 
based on no logic or fact. Tom said 
he did the shooting. Yet even 
though I was never identified as 
the shooter, I get convicted of it. 
There was more than enough rea- 
sonable doubt not to convict. The 
state's case waSalltheory and Tom 

_ refuted the state’s contention con- 
vincingly. But obviously the jury 
was biased against me. I think they 
took four days of deliberations to 
try to justify in their own minds 
their prejudice. They were obvi- 
ously convinced I was guilty for 
reasons other than fact. 


You made a comment during 


thought Tom and I were hypocriti- 
cal i in E our rights when 


of the ao R As if the two 
were contradictory. Yes, the gov- 
ernment is corrupt and needs over- 
throwing but don’t expect us to 
willingly put our headson theblock 


the last trial — you said that you - 


‘thesoverthrow =| 


for youtochopoff withouta fight. As guerrillas. 
we will endeavor to fight our best with what- 
ever weapons come to hand on whatever field 
or setting we find ourselves. | 


There is no justice in U.S. courts for po- 
litical prisoners or for poor people or for 
people of color. We will fight on no matter. 
When denied justice we will insist on it even 
if we don’t get it. If everyone got equal rights 
and justice then there might be less need for 
people like us. Revolutionaries are not created 
in a vacuum. When a change is needed there 
will be those of us who will effect that 
change.Whether the status quo likes it or not. 


I am no terrorist. 

I fight for true equality of the sexes and races. 
I fight for the end of capitalism. 

I fight for the end of U.S. imperialism. 

I fight fora kind of social system which is fair 
for all. 


I’ve never done serious physical harm to 
anyone in my life. I’ve never shot anyone. 
And I repeat —I am not guilty and I did not 


shoot trooper Lamonaco. All efforts to break 


my spirit with isolation in prison, with iso- 
latidr’ from my family and friends, and with 
numerous trials, have failed. Labelling me as 
a terrorist and falsely convicting me of mur- 
der will not weaken my resolve. 


I close with apt words by William 
Henley: 


Invictus —Unconquered. 


Out of the spirit which covers me 
Black as the pit from pole to pole 
I Thank whatever Gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 


In the fell clutch of circumstance 

I have not winced nor cried aloud. 

Under the bludgeonings of chance 
_ My head is bloody but unbowed. 


It matters not how strait the gait 
How charged with punishmentsthescroll — 
I am the master of my fate 

Tam shy ee o 5 Saut 
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Richard Williams #79372- SH 
CN-861 
Trenton, N.J. 08625 





-Marionnotes 


BONDAGE FETISH: New Marion Warden 
Cecil Allen Turner the Turd, who has taken to 
signing requests “Al” Turner to show whata 


_ regular guy he is, is into chains. He has de- 
_ creed that all prisoners in I, K, G and H units 


must go everywhere they go outside their 
units in leg shackles as well as handcuffed 
behind their backs. Trips to the hospital and 
visits and interviews, etc. will now be slower 
and more painful. Somehow, forall thoseyears, 
all the other swine have plumb missed the 
absolute security necessity for yet another fetter. 


Hunery Visitors: Visiting at Marion is 
designed to impede the maintenance of out- 
side ties — not enough, however, for warden 
Turner the Turd. Formerly, the coldness and 


Conspiracy 


con t from page I 


_ of imaginary conspiracies is cast. More 
and more people seem to be arriving at 
Marion on such charges, especially 
from Leavenworth, now ruled by 
former Marion warden Henman. And 
plenty more lockdown space is 

_ planned. Neither do these tactics afflict 
only prisons: chimerical security threats 
are often used to unleash gumshoes 
and grand juries to inflict innuendo, 
suspicion, insecurity and punishment 
on many lives whose only crime may 
have been supporting humanity and 
justice. oo 





sterility of the small glass visiting booths 
was ameliorated slightly by visitors being 
able to sharea snack. Outside visitors could 
buy soda and zu-zus from machines, which 
guards would then pass to the prisoner. 
First, thesnacks were stopped and chowhall 
trays substituted. Suddenly, that and the 
soda werestopped, too. Security, you know. 
Or isit that someone seeing Marion prisoners 
enjoying a zu-zu or soda might conclude 
they’re human? 


HALLMARK HusTLE;On13/Jan/92, USP 
Marion Chaplain Frazier told prisoners from 
B-block that the chapel wasn’t getting a good 
selection of Christmas and other greetings 
cards to pass out any more. He was respond- 
ing to complaints from prisoners about the 
decreasing availability and poorer selection 
of such cards that were formerly fairly plen- 
tiful. The reason, he explained, was that USP 
Leavenworth was selling the cards donated 
by Hallmarkto state prisons. But not to worry! 
The USP Marion commissary now sells 
expensive cards at substantial markup to 
jobless prisoners. 


Orp EMPERORS: Former lord ofthe U.S. 
Bureau of Prisons Norman Carlson and en- 
tourage toured Marion on 29/Jan/92, visit- 
ing among other places, the Unicor facility 
where pre-transfer prisoners are forced to 
toil. He said nothing to them and the swine 
wouldn't give any reason he was there, he 
now being retired from the BOP and correc- 
tions altogether. Could it have been to collect 
a fat consultancy fee? 


POPULATION CiimBs: According to 27/ 
Jan/92 “Monday Morning Highlights”, the 
federal prison system now holds 27,826 


prisoners, 345 of them at USP Marion. oo 


Now more than ever, Mumia Abu-Jamal 


needs your support 


Most readers of the PNS will be familiar 
with the Mumia Abu-Jamal’s story. (If not, see 


PNS # 31, back cover.) Having been denied all 


his direct appeals within both state and federal 
courts, the next stage of Mumia Abu-Jamal’s 
legal battle will require much money and ex- 
pertise. The first and most critical step is to 
conduct an exhaustive investigation. As the 
court granted Mumia only $150 for investiga- 
tive preparation for his trial in 1982, this inves- 
tigation must accomplish what should have 


` been done ten years ago. A recent re-reading of 


the trial record suggests that the police and 
prosecution probably coached witnesses to fin- 
ger Mumia. But concrete proof is needed. Eye- 
witnesses — many of whom had no addresses 
ten years ago — need to be located, dispositions 
need to be taken, police conduct must be re- 
searched. The fruits of the investigation will 
serve as the foundation for a petition for a new 
hearing. Whether or not this first petition is 
granted, it will be the basis for subsequent 
appeals at both the state and federal level. 


. To help out with the costs, send checks 


payable to, and send to: 


Black United Front — Mumia Defense 
419 SO. 15th St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 


For more information on Abu-Jamal, write: 


Friends and Family of Mumia Abu-Jamal 
P.O. Box 19709 
Philadelphia,PA 19143 


The next issue of the Black Panther newspaper 


will be a special on Abu-Jamal, write: 


Black Panther Newspaper Committee 
P.O. Box 519 
Berkeley, CA 94701-0519 


Letters of protest should be sent to: 


Governor Robert Casey 
Main Capitol Building Rm 225 
Harrisburg, PA 16652 co 


Campaign against 
Control Units 


PUBLIC MEETING TUESDAY May 5TH, 
7:30 P.M. 


at Cinecycle 


Rear 317 Spadina Avenue, Toronto 
(between Darcy and Baldwin) 


VIDEOS ABOUT THE MARION CONTROL UNIT 
SPEAKERS: 


JiM GROAT on his experiences in the 
Control Unit at Millbrook prison 


Jim CAMPBELL on the political context 
of working against prisons. 


The discussion afterwards will initiate a 
campaign against Control Units — 
‘in Canada . 
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The League of Lesbian 
and Gay Prisoners 


The League of Lesbian and Gay 
Prisoners (LLGP) is a network of people 
both in and out of prison, who are con- 
cerned about the special problems of 
incarcerated Gays and Lesbians. Being 
locked-up is a painful and frightening 
experience for anyone, but for Lesbians 
and Gay men, the experience is com- 
pounded by rampant prejudice and insti- 
tutionalized homophobia. 


Our goal is to bridge some of the 
alienation which prisons create in our 
community. We seek to do that by promot- 
ing communication and involvement 
between prisoners and non-prisoners who 
are concerned about homophobia and 
other forms of discrimination. The very 
nature of the “correctional” system works 
against us, making it difficult and frustrat“ 
ing to sustain nurturing relationships 
across the walls. Sometimes all our caring 
and concern isn't enough. We need a net- 
work, because it isn't just prisoners who 
need support, but our brothers and sisters 
on the streets also. 


We believe that the waste of human 
potential in our criminal justice system is 
both sad and frightening. For this reason, 
LLGP is devoted to developing strategies 
by which prisoners can be more involved 
in and contribute to the Gay and Lesbian 
communities. Prisoners represent an 
untapped reservoir of talent and experience 
which can be of great value to progressive 
causes and to our entire community. 


LLPG is a new adventure. Plans 
include organizing prisoner participation 
in the 1993 March on Washington (see 
below for more details), expanding prison- 
er participation in Pride Day, political 


groups, and all other progressive commu- ~ 


nity events. As well as using established 
alternative media sources such as 
Indigenous Thought and PNS etc., LLGP 
wants to start their own newsletter to 


establish communication between prison- 
ers and non-prisoners. 


LLGP needs all the friends, letter 
writers, organizers, and supporters we can 
get. It isn’t just about giving prisoners a 
“hand-out”; it’s about building a new kind 
of community. 


Prisoner Participation in 
the 1993 March on 
Washington 


The LLGP is hoping to organize pris- 
oner participation in the 1993 march on 
Washington, D.C. We believe it is impor- 
tant to make participation in this event 
accessible to all people everywhere. 


Towards this end, we have launched a 
prisoner proxy project. Those of us who 
are incarcerated can’t physically take part 
in the march and be there to share the 
camaraderie. However, through the use of 
proxies, we can participate in and con- 
tribute to the activities, as well as be there 
in spirit. Our project seeks to match up 
prisoners who are interested in the march 
with Lesbians and Gays on the outside 
who are interested and concerned with the 
special problems of Gay and Lesbian pris- 
oners. These people will agree to serve as 
“proxies” and will wear a bracelet, similar 


‘to the old POW bracelets of the Vietnam 


era, Which bears the name of an incarcerat- 
ed brother or sister. The proxy will help 
the prisoner feel involved in the events by 
staying in communication, sending pic- 
tures (where allowed), etc. Most paper 
tantly, the proxy will be the prisoner’s 
voice, expressing his or her concerns and 


_ ideas in meetings, planning sessions, and. 


demonstrations. 


For more information about the 
League, the proxy participation project, or 
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if you are just interested and concerned 
about the special needs and problems of 
Gay and Lesbian prisoners write to: 


Lin Elliot 

- clo Valerie Reuther 
209 13th Ave. East 
Seattle, WA 98102 





6802 S.W. 13th St. 
Gainesville, FE 32608 <o 





RIGHTWING FOILED 


Students vote to keep radio radical 


by Elliot Shek 

The April Fool's joke this year was on 
some right-wing students at Ryerson 
Polytechnical Institute in Toronto. 
Students voted overwhelmingly in sup- 
port of continuing to allocate $8.03 per 


student towards funding local community 
radio station CKLN 88.1 FM, thus assuring 
30% of its operating budget or $90,000. 
(The rest of the budget is derived primarily 
from listener supporters within and out- 
side the school community.) 


Donations needed for the 


Prison 
tas Service 


P.O. Box 5052, Station A ¢ Toronto, Ont. M5W 1W4 





With 1,182 students voting for CKLN 
funding and 195 against, 86% rejected the 
attempt of a handful of right-wing stu- 
dents to undermine the station, housed on 
campus. Undoubtedly they despise all it 
represents, namely, a means of communi- 
cation for oppressed and marginalized 
people and others denied access to the cor- 
porate media because of their radical cri- 
tique of the status quo. But the very con- 
sciousness CKLN has nurtured rose to its 
defense, by a larger margin than anybody 
predicted. 


CKLN has, over the last several years, 
fostered the development of something 
very special: a strong, principled coalition 
politics based in various communities — 
First Nations, Black, Asian and South 
Asian to name a few, along with the vari- 


ous sectors of the culturally diverse femi- 


nist and lesbian/gay movements - learn- 


. ing about and coming to support each 


other’s struggles. This coalition of commu- 
nities is reflected in both spoken word 
(public affairs and arts) programming and 
the highly varied music programming, 
and is continually reshaping the station’s 
own character. 


Of special interest to readers of PNS is 
the sustained and sympathetic coverage 
given to the struggles inside the prisons, 
focusing on anti-imperialism, anti-sexism 
and prisoner’s rights more generally. 
Overall, the referendum victory is a hope- 
ful sign anda small victory against the 
forces of reaction represented by the few 
students who initiated the campaign to 
hold the referendum. As one programmer 
said on the air, the “racist, sexist and 
homophobic agenda” just ain’t popular. oo 
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Gay/Lesbian/ 
Queer prisoner 
| anthology seeks 


Cold Iron, an anthology of 
writing and art by and about Lesbian, 
Gay and Queer prisoners is seeking 
submission. Any work that reflects 
the experiences and concerns of 
Lesbian, Gay or Queer prisoners, 
their lovers, families or friends will 
be considered. 


“Tam especially interested in 
articles that are the result of collabo- 
ration between prisoners and non- 
prisoners. A focus of the anthology 
will be on building bridges in an 
attempt to create and maintain posi- 
tive relationships across the walls,” 
says.editor Lin Elliot, a Cherokee/ 
Scotch/Irish prisoner incarcerated at 
Clallam Bay, Washington. Individual 
works are also desired. 


Cold Iron will include fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry and letters. 
Submissions should be 3,000 words 
or less. Manuscripts should be typed 
or legibly hand-written, contain the 
author’s name and complete address, 
and include a self-addressed stamped 
envelope. Please avoid sending your 
only copy if possible. Artwork should 
be black and white drawings or pho- 
tos which can be reproduced in black 
and white. Please include a short 
biography of the author or artist, i.e. 
how long and where you have been 
incarcerated, or the nature of your 
experience with Lesbian, Gay or 
Queer prisoners. Deadline for sub- 
missions is Dec/31/92. 


Please send all materials to: 


Lin Elliot 

c/o Indigenous Thought 
6802 SW 13th St. 
Gainsville, FL 32608 


or Cold Iron 
c/o John Fall 


-1457B 22nd Ave. 


Seattle, WA 98122 -,. 
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Liars Figure 


On 16/Jan/92, a gang of geeks com- 
prised of the regional ju-jus of the Bureau of 
Prisons (BOP) departments like education, 
“safety”, food service, etc. etc. slithered into 


USP Marion to lay down some high bu- 
-reaucracy. The gaggle included the exalted 


personage of the regional executive assistant 
and was led by his weaselness, the Special 
Assistant to the Regional Director. 


__ Work for the’slaves was stopped so his 


-weaselness could deliver his rendition of their 


mission inathinand reedy voice audibleonly 


to the nearest prisoners. Sensible it was to no 


one. He claimed it was regional policy to 


conduct reviews at each prison every two 
years in which 40 staff members and 40 
prisoners were questioned according toa form 


and they'd decided to do all the interviewing 


- for Marion in Unicor. None of the prisoners 


with many years — decades — in the BOP 


and at Marion had ever heard of such a rou- 
tine being followed before, indicating either 


the claim was a lie or the reports had merely 
been falsified before. One prisonerasked how 





Letters 





Court challenge in 
federal system 


10: nf O rm TT O risasaj 


entation to the D.C. Courts as a Bivens -type 


; action. Wewillattempt to provea nationwide 
3 pattern: and practice of illegal acts, in regards 
_ to three types of government activities: 


(1). Prison officials use the pretext of 


= disturbances totransferinmates that they 
regard as “management problems” — a 


euphemism for litigators, users of the 


administrative aay system, etc. 


- (2). Prison officials engage in mass pun- 
ishment during disturbances, such as food. 


strikes, to demonstrate to entire populations 
- that they ought to co-operate and cease dis- 


turbances. Those who are transferred are of- 
ten completely guiltless, but carry with them 
theonusofinvolvement that prejudices their 


futures i in the system. 


(3). Prison officials retaliate against 
jailhouse lawyers for the purpose of mooting 
cases and disrupting groups of inmates who 
are engaged in effective litigation against the 
B.O.P. They are transferred, placed inthe hole 
and suffer other illegal acts. 


In order to make this case in the D.C. 
Courts it will be necessary to demonstrate a 
“heightened pleading” standard —essentially 
a demonstration of facts of this nationwide 


` pattern and practice. Therefore, I need evi- 


dence of these practices. If these or similar 
things have happened to you, please get in 
contact with me at the address below. I'll re- 
view your letters and stories and get back to you. 


_ Additionally, if you are an attorney and 
want to chew off a big hunk of civil rights 
litigation, this should be quite a challenge. 
Your letters would alee be gee. oò 


Ben Kalka #84449-011 
Federal Detention Center 


- Dublin, CA 94568 











la ama federal] prisoner -who has suffered al 


oe This h fas included long aE in mie hole os 


and transfers. I have suc- 
cessfully raised the issue of these retaliatory 
_and illegal acts in the Denver District Court 
with my friend and coer Darrell Prows. 
This case is rapidly growing “ripe” for pres- 


they were going to get a representative view 
of conditions at dungeon Marion from ‘the 
least representative unit. That, the prisoner 
was informed, would be explained in due 
time. The gang left before the time was due. 


When the gang returned the next day, it 
found a virtually totally spontaneous boycott 
of the interviews. Only four or five prisoners 
in whom somehow inexplicably lingers faith 
that the BOP might use this information to do 
the right thing participated. Everyone else 
knew the pre-transfer unit had been targeted 
to record the opinions of the least oppressed 
prisoners who had the most to lose through 


retaliation for criticism. After that failure, his 


weaselness and one or two others circulated 
on the factory floor with impressive gambits 
like, “Would you like to talk to me?” which 
got the shine and one request for pay for rap, 
and “Let’s chat” that elicited “Get real!” stares 
and, from one prisoner, “I’ve been here 13 
years and my chatting days are done.” “En- 
countered hostility” was what the report likely 
said about the chatting experience. 


His weaselness had madea big deal about 
how his gang was there to solicit prisoners’ 
opinions of life at Marion to “improve” it. 
When asked about where that interest was 
prior to almost doubling the length- of the 


Resisting the 
murder of self 


I am a prisoner on Tennessee’s Death 


Row. I have been reading your paper for some 
_. time and greatly enjoy the information and 
‘contacts. In the article, The Hanging Sheet, (see 


slave labor sentencesat Marion and the impo- 


sition of other needless restrictions just two ` 


months earlier, he said neither he nor the 
gang had known about them. When asked if 
it was usual for the Regional Director to do 
such things without their being mentioned in 
staff meetings or around the office and pre- 
sumably by secret memo to circumvent 
people hired to administer such things, 
he maintained his ignorance, like he was 
talking to turnips. He didn’t get any more 
rap there either. In fact, none of “em got any 
more anywhere. 


The whole charade was less intended to 
benefit prisoners than this agency of oppres- 


‘sion. It was intended to gauge the effect of the 


extension of the Marion sentefce and the 
intensification of the pressure of its regimen. 
Incidental informational benefits regarding 
how prisoners feel about aspects of their 
subsistence were sought in order to prepare 
for “buck” that dungeon Florence conditions 
will likely engender when it opens. The sup- 
posed operational review was probably most 
intended to serve as proof that lockdown is 
not destructive and dangerous by showing 


results for Marion regarding prisoner con- 


cerns and attitudes closer to those of other 
prisons. After all, the locked down popula- 
tion had been excluded and the swine didn’t 
go to those units to get the rest of the 40 they 
couldn't find in the pre-transfer unit. In at 
least large part, however, the intent of this 
bureaucratic machination was foiled by pris- 
oners demonstrating they are not turnips. c - 


manner as I was after reading “Loving in the 
War Years”, by Cherrie Moraga, a feminist 
lesbian activist. What I deduce from these 
writings is that it is true that racism and 
sexism/male superiority are two evils inter- 
twined. It seems there was similar frustration 
with both authors in trying to define their 


_confusion and pain, yet both seem to have 


5 conquered their ‘blocks’ quite well, and have 
_ found a measure of healing in the process. 


PNŠ ue which I found ie MORG! Icould | 





the ON d sisters were experiencing. 


The penal systems that they are in are just | 


examples of the type found in any country. 
The main objective of all of them is to take 
away the spirit of its capiu chipping away 


at the very essence of one’s being. If wedo not 


resist the attempt made of stripping away 


cally. bt le dep’ ho ebru a ation. the ati 


so F ae 


Tti is hard to understand, asl look around 





"who allow themselves to become trapped 


_beachieved through unity, but unity canonly 


what is integral to us, we run the chance of | 


becoming dehumanized. 


If I cannot resist my captivity it is prob- 
able that! would not find comfort with myself 
in the mirror reflection. The biggest support I 
haveis that my struggleis not a solitary one, or 

that there are others that are dealing with and 
surviving situations moredehumanizing than 
even mine. Itis so very important that those on 


the freeworld side not forget the struggle that 
is going On insidethe gates of these state-made 


internment camps. 


I have found in my own experiences that 
this so-called “rehabili- 
tation” provided to 
those it holds, breeds 
only contempt among 
the prisoners. One looks 
around her/himselfand 
sees the degradation of 
spirits, turning those 
within the walls on one 
another in their frustra- 
tion, pain and anger. I 
have also found myself 
trapped with not know- . 
ing how to express the 
depth of emotion | felt, 
mostly because I have 
not known how to de- 
fine it whereothers could 
understand. With news- 
papers like yours, I am 
learning how toopenup 
and definemy emotions 
from a political view- 
point. 


I was moved by this 
article in as strong a 


and lost in this system, with no apparent 
struggle, spiritually, ethically or physically. 
Positive change in our environment can only 


be realized when we, as individuals, find the 
strength to stand up with all our being to the 
attempted. “murder” of our personal selves, 

first. With our uncompromising commitment 
we will prevail, no matter what our PERE: 
sors heap on the doorstep of our souls. - 


Once again, thank you for providing the 
voice of us in prison to speak of our collective 


struggle. I will also attempt to answer any — 


questions, you or your readers may have 


llow brothers*and sisters; -those[>— 


concerning this writing/ position. oo 


Derrick Quintero #165463 

RMSI 2-D-108 

7475 Cockrill Bend Industrial Road 
Nashville, TN 37243-0471 
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Marionette Editor: The Marion 
administration has decided to more 
actively demonstrate its displeasure 
with The Marionette by interfering 
with its transmission to the Bulldozer 
Collective. It has escalated that 
interference by slamming me and 
others on some fake conspiracy and 
leaving me the only conspirator — 
without formal charge. And demon- 
strating the poverty of the “profes- 
sional judgement” it touts so highly, 
it does these things in the apparent 
belief that they will stop my protest 
and that of others. Seven years of 
Marion has not shut me up, and this 
very day people were slammed for 
allegedly “encouraging / participating 
in a prohibited group demonstra- 
tion”, showing others are similarly 
unmoved. Yadda, Yadda, warden. 


Bill Dunne, #10916-086, P.O. Box 
33, Terre Haute, IN 47808. Articles 
not otherwise attributed were written 
by, me. Readers of The Marionette are 
free to reproduce or otherwise use the 
material in it and are encouraged to 
do so. Send money to Bulldozer, P.O. 
Box 5052 Stn A, Toronto, Ont. MSW 
1W4 so there will continue to be 
material in it. 


If you don’t like the news, go out 
and make some of your own. 





Ohio prisoners 
speak out! 


I recently received your sample 
packet. Iam glad to see that there are such 
organizations as yours in existence. I did 
not realize it until a friend of mine here at 
the prison informed me of it.] am wanting 
to be active while I am in prison as well as 

upon my re release. read a few of thearticles. 


other facilities are speaking out. 


Here in the penal system in Ohio, 
inmates are afraid and/or discouraged 
from speaking out. This is why I am writ- 
ing this letter. My hope is to get other 
prisoners to speak out against the mis- 
treatment and inhuman conditions in this 
state’s correctional facilities. 


Tam sure that your staff at PNS have 
heard it all before concerning discrimina- 
tion against different cultures and differ- 


ent beliefs by certain inmates. But I have 


come to realize that most of what the ad- 
ministration does here in Ohio is for a 
reason, the reason being to keep inmates 
from becoming rehabilitated and educated. 
These people we call prison officials are 
merely paid criminals or legalized crimi- 
nals. Their main tactic is to keep inmates at 
each other by inducing racism in inmates 
who are easily persuaded and by using 
scare tactics suchas having certain inmates 
beat or kill and harass inmates who speak 
out too frequently. 


Here at Southern Ohio Correctional 
Facility the administrators have done a 
real fine job in their efforts to keep certain 
issues out-of circulation. They will place 
inmates in isolation for undetermined 
amounts of time Just because ofrace, creed 
or national origin. Sure they will specify 
rule violations. But I have personally seen 
and experienced such confinement for is- 
sues such as associations, sexual prefer- 
ence and dislike towards me. While in all 
actuality I had not violated a rule. 


I willend this witha note to prisoners 
in Ohio’s madhouses: Speak out and let’s 
get something done about this craziness 


that exists in these prisons. If anyone in 


Ohio has suggestions or comments please 
contact me at: co 


Robert Hatcher A-204-117 
S.O.C.F. 


- POB 45699 


Lucasville, OH 45699-0001 





Pi 


and Iam amazed at how f fellow: inmates at 


